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The Howard Street School
_puilt in 1876 by Peter Brem-
_meyr for $1700, it was a ernde
" fwo-slory puilding and in ap-
' pearance was pothing like the
heautiful building and campus

which occupy the spof today.
; The old scheol belf in the bel-
i fry called the children
. at. nine o'clock in the morning
;and again at one o'clock in the
! afternoon.

§

I

% Andrew Porter left his home
1in Pennsylvania

iin the month of
i was traveling to
" pPetoskey. There he was to erect
ia mission school. Mr. Porler
i arrived at Bear River and was

May 1852. He

e greeted by Daniel Wells, a na-
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“tive Indian, who
"the school to Rev. R. Dougherty,
 After a great deal of explor-
" ation by Mr. Porter a site was
selected for the mission school.
It lay on a highland west of
" Bear River. This location is
now the intersection of Spring
(17.8. 131) and Porter Streets

on the west side of Bear River. -

The school was erected of
lumber sent from Traverse City
by Rev. Dougherty. (The prob-
lem of labor to transport the
lumber from its unloading point
on the shore to the building site
was solved by the voluntary aid
of Indians from the surround-
ing communities). The huilding
was sixteen feet wide and thirty
feet long containing two TOWS
of benches and a teacher's desk.
It had plastered walls and to
 insure the presence of children
: {or the full day, pread and mo-
llasses were served at noon. At
‘first all of the students were
| Indians. Later they were joined

" by Andrew Porter's son.
The school was funded by the
. Presbyterian board of missions
. and later by government Indian
* gchool funds. Soqn both funds
were exhausted and the school
was discontinued.

The closing of the Porter
Mission left the Petoskey area
" without educational facilities:
- And so was the sitnation when

.. Rachel Oakley arrived. Upon
seping the great need for a
- schoot Mrs. Oaldey purchased
for thirty dollars oné of a group
.of three shanties where the
Petoskey Hotel now stands. She
;used one for a home, another
" of the three became the school,
- g very crude structure consist-

to school

one Mmorning '

an area called -

had requested

“ing of upright boards and a toskey, and two 1

leanto for wood. A barrel was
used for. the drinking water.
This was a community school

. for white students at first, and

was .not under state suppori.
Thus, in 1876, we find the first
school within the limits of the
Village of Petoskey, as it was
later incorporated (1872},

Puring the summer, of 1876,
these pioneers who lived in ‘the
roughest of shanties scattered
about ihrough the woods o
crowded in small rooms .over
stores, began o realize the ne-
cessity of a school. Several
meetings were held. A piece of
ground was purchased “out in
the woods,” and after a sul-
ficient space was cleared, a
square barn-like two story build-
ing was erected.

The attendance during the
first year reached over one
hundred. '

Although the school kept in-
creasing in numbers there were
but two teachers employed un-
til the fall of 78" when Mr.
Barber was employed as prin-
cipal with two assistants.

During the -summer of ‘19"
an addition was built to the
Howard Street building doubl-
ing the - capacity, making four
large ToOmMs. The attendance
kept increasing mrie readily
now. D. Metz was engaged as
‘principal in 79" and taught
nearly two years.

1t was the summer of 1881
that the spacious high school
building was built on the sum-
mit of Lake Street hill, site of
818 E. Lake Street. It was sup-

pose& that this would give am-

ple room for years to come.
The scheol however, kept pace
with the steady growih of Pe-
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were added to the Howard
Street School in 1885

In the year 1889 Petoskey was
faced with the total destruction
of the Lake Street School. The
fire brigades could not save
the structure from its fate. The
exact circumstances of the fire
are not known. M. 0. Graves
was then superintendent. The
fire much disturbed Superin-
tendent Graves, he left after
one year. Miss May Cooper was
the only perscn to graduate in
the year 1890.

Petoskey's second high school
was built In the year 189p in
the location of the Central Gym.
1t housed the high school on the
top floor and part of the grades
on the ground floor, The only
school -construction in the Te-
maining years of the 1800’s was
the Lincoln School in the lo-
cation ©f the present Lincoln
School playground in 1895.

1900 gave rise to the Sheri-
dan School. Which is now used
as North Central Michigan Col-
lage student lounge on Howard
Street. Following in the foot-
steps of Petoskey's - Progress
came the Tdgewater School in
1903 and the present Patoskey
Junior High School on the cor-
ner of State and Howard Streets
in 1913.

1929 tore down the walls of
Petoskey’s second high school to
make room - for the present
Central Elementary and gym
Jocated on State Street. With
the construction of the new
Central School came the re-
modeling of the present Junior
High Scheol. Mr. . Carl Spitler
held the office of Superintendent
of Petoskey School system dur
ing this time. .

The _i:ést sewinte;ﬁ years from

1951 on gave rise to an exter
give building program. The
present Lincoln Flementary, th
Agricnitural Bullding now uset
as an Auto Mechanics Schoo
at the corner of Grove am
Waukazoo, in 1958 the nev
Sheridan School and an addition
built to the present Centra
School of a cafeteria and musit

_TOO0IN,

Potoskey can be proud of it:
schools. A perfect example it
one the most recent additions &«
our system, the Ottawa-School
built in 1964 and recipient o
the award naming it one ‘of the
pest school designs for the yea:
1967. The growth of educationa.
buildings continued on till the
completion of the Petoskey High
School located at the end of Hill
Street in 1966, its capacity is
six hundred students.

Sq in very brief form we have
reviewed the history of Petoskey

_Public Schools, The story has

been one of progress. Past gen-
erations, realizing the value of
educational opportunity, built ir
this ecommunity an institutior
which has served us well.

This can not he the conchr
sion of this stery of progres:
for we have not mentioned the
new step taken by the Peioskes
area in its constructicn of Nortt
Central Michigan College. N.C
M.C. is supported by tax wnonie:

from Emmet County and th

State of Michigan 1o fill an ed
vcational need, much the sam
as Mrs, Rachel Ozkley saw th
need for the Petoskey area it
1870’s. Little did Andrew Por
ter realize what a shadow h
would cast on the Bear Rive
area and Petoskey when he lef
his Pennsylvania home max

y_ears past. i



First Petoskey High School Commencement 1885
Program at Mitchell Hall

The Petoskey Record
Wednesday, July 1, 1885

Mo First Commencement §f tho Potoss

Yoy MIgh Selool.

A By _Ennp from Mrs, Atloy's bowrd shanty lu
1874, to the while dresses, liowers, Diptomas, hnd
enthuslusi of June 23, 1885,

Tig OLasg oF "8 GranusTEs WiTU Hoxous,

I 1874 Peloskey's only educativnsl iu-:
stitation was o hosed sbauty loested o fow

rods Morthwest of the Lizcorn office, in
which Mrs. R, Alley presided over u few
burefooted urchins, To-day Petoskey bonsts
of o graded school system gecond to none

»

in the statet nine large schools with nearly

500 pupils in attendunce; snd & cOTps of

thorough and eflicient instructors trained
for their work'by the ablest normal teach-
gra of the slate, .
, 'The development of our educational sys-
tem in 8o short o time, nud the high state
of diacipling and eliciency t0 which our
schoola buve ntinived, is o matier of grest
pride to the .people of Petoakey, Lust
Thursday ovening, tho first elass complet-
ing the prescribed course of aludy woa grod-
‘unted, and the ocvugion culled out v im-
nense eongaurse of vitizens, Long before the
nour announced Mitehell Flail wus crowded
1o ils utmost capueity, snd scores and hun-
dreds of digappointed peopls wers turued
sway frow the dours, Tho stage wus
slaborately decorated by elass s ('86)
pesisted by Prof. Kwing, Miss Ruddimun,
Miss Burt and Miss Petvie, und presonted
s benubiful appeneance from the front. Up-
on Uha sluge wers seated the vrator of the
avening Rev. W, 8, Potter of Lonis, ex-
Yrasidens Colh 1. 1. Tall, ex-President W.
L, Curtis, and President P. D. Wachie),
the Sehool Bourd, binisters of the several
churches and Prof, Ewing sud Miss Mina
Ruddiman of the High Sehool,  Owing to
tho Jimiled conncity of the stexe ihe B
bs of the graduating elass were seated on
thi fioor of the auditerium immedintely in
fropt Of the stage. =R
hdfirst number-of the prograunne was
the,’*‘b‘gnd G%p de Coucert!’ of Kettever,

for fou h'\‘ndﬁ, nely rendered by Mrs. Lou
Bliood Andiiiss Stolly Brackett.

) ‘:}df Priyyr by Rev, EL, 14, Doyis,”
. Gl " Snlutitory—Ny Frank W. Howe,
which wog \g\\l considered, ond wellt de-

livered,
Ath. Song-tby Mre, W, J, MeCune,

Gth. Addras—Dby Rov. W, S. Potter.

Mr. Poitels address *#The School o
Lifo” was bofy eloquent and practical; and
we would bu flad did space permit w0 give
» syaopsis of o argument.

gth. Comin} thro' the Rye, Clarionette
Suio-,;-by'Wu\‘er Counable.

.1, Presenation of Diplomas.

“ The class tpk position upon the staze
apd Dr. EL ’It,J Calking President of the
Gihaol Board,in a neat little speech cou-
ferred Diplomis vpon tbe closs of '83 us
follows: .

Frauk W. Hiwe, Marths A, Warne, Ei
ln 8. Hutchicson, Millie M. Hicheock,
Flora M. Davis, Mary . I, Gaumer, J ennie
(. Setbert and Fred A Howe.

8th, Kgmeralda, Song--Mrs. W, J, Me-
Cune.

gth. Vuledietory~-I'red As Howe.

‘Phis youny gentleman made a very fa-
vornhle inpression indeed. His address
wag “simple, unoflected, direct and guve
abundant wvidence of both ealture and good
taste,

10th. Cosrinne, Clurionstts Solo—Walter
Conpobla. Not only this bub the other se-
lectidus were greatly appretiated by the
audience. '

Following the exereises the benediction
wag pronounced by Reve G..W, Bherman
and the first commenszement of the Petos-
key>High Bchool wag-over.




