CURTIS WIRE PRODUCTS COMPANY

Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan




Petoskey News Review
November 25, 1959

Curtis Wire Making 82

CURTIS WIRE PRODUCTS COMPANY

Different

items and Expanding Plant Here

Curlis Wire Pror.lut;ls is In they

midst of an expansion program
and the 221 x 20 foot addition will
merease the plant capaciiy to 30,-
wi stuare feot, Manager BEd So-

bleskey said. !

Curtis Wire which has had no
period of lay-offs in two years, is
currently employing 45  persons
andl s opernking some’ Saturdays
and Svndeys to keep up with or-
dets, Employment avernges 25 fo
40 peopte must of the thme, wasy
up to as high as 86 onck,

Sobleskey sal? the mempiy™ hasy

O sidecguale supply of steel unid
expecis another ~ shipment ihis
week from  American Steel fnd
Wire of Chicago. Puring the re-
cent sirike, 4 vecelved some from
Continental Steel of Kekome which
wis working, Curtls used five mil-
lion pounds of wire this year,
abowl three millon last year,
Ie was host yesterday o miem-
bers of lbe Peioskey IKlwinis Club
wl tovk them on a four of {he
Charleveix-nve, plunt,

*1860 looks good," he said. "“Ow
wroduction  has  Leen  increasing
every year since the compuny
startef here In 1M7 except for
1057 (the yenr of the recesgion)
und our jobs have been holding up
weil.” The applignee business s
good prior to Cheistinns, he ex-
plained. .

»Lurfis Wire nutkes 82 diiferent
Ytems, he safd, swl this calls for
conshlerable teaving down and sel-
ling up for differcut types of pro-
duction, .

At the present time they are
supplying  Kelvinalor (Amerlean
Motors) of Grand Repids, Norge
of Muskegon, Sun Hay of Deln.
ware, 0., and Molfals of Canada.
Mest are refrigerator shelves,
stove shelves and baskets,

Suleskey satd Curlis alse makes
floral coolers and has several ol
er small necounis. In different
years i has suppdied Gilson ind
Ranney vefrigerntors,

While Curtis Wire hauls ifs own
vroduction on its own trucks, it
has the wire lauled in, Most of
Ahis is via Parker Motor Freight,
Subleskey said the r:ompan:!' leucks
carry ‘a copacity of 31,000° poundy
b production in shipping crates
which sre bullt in Petoskey. One
{ruck uses 152 of these crules and
in the fall, about 309 are built a
month,

TIE NEW ADDEFION, due tojlor trucks which also bring in.
be completed about Jan 1, wilt pro-| sbout 32,000 pounds of light gauge:
vide more space for a bank of | wire every five days,
welding units and will glve addi-{ The company munager ls o_pti--
tional storage space. It will alse!mistic about business conditivns:
inelude a 15 foot wide loading dock | for 1960,
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Curtis Wire keeps doors
open few more months

By PERRY CLARK
NewsReview clall wriler

Weekers 2t Curlls Wire Prod-
itls Cn, expected fo be in the un-
employment oiflce or pounding
the paventent fookizg for sork
Lhis week, tut frotesd find them-
salies emplaged for arolher (w0
manihs or ere,

“The stoie’s i open,” Chrts
esldent William Reddig sald

‘Toursday.

The plant wasseheduled feclse
Apeil 1, el management has de-
clded b keep H open untll around
June?,

11 coald go Degand Jure or it
could be eatller Reddly said.
P fust see”

He safd chancey were stim to -
tote the company would stay
open beyend Jane I, bamever,

“Tt's & Jong, dong Shot," he sald.

Absut 35 pesple are still work
ing, Reddlg sald. Customer de-
mand for refidgerator shelves has
ept the plant open.

Curlls manegement med fost

weekwilhthe bargaining commit-
tee for UAW Local 615, which rep

Wl a3 preverting them from giv-
Ing prospectivs emplogers  fim

restely Cuetls woekers. AR that  slarling dale.

lime management presealed
some proposals end bold the-som-
mitee the plant woud remain
apen ) sbood June 1 and per-
haps beyend, salon viee peesicent
Betnde Thompyan sald.

Hedon'tinow i 's golng past
Ual o ool Thompsan said.
“BIght row we're in Tlimbo. We
don'l Tmaw hory g we'se golng
fawork”

‘The unlea's cemtraet is up May
1, but Thempson said there were
D'.dicaﬁom the contract would be
Tenegeieted i€ the plant slaged
open beyond Jume 1. Workers
agread toa magedroezea yeat agn
Unian effst bokeep e plant cper,

Extersionof Uielr jobshas some
negatiee aspeets lor employaes.

Tompsan: sald it’s difficult %
ervenge finanting for malor pur-
chasey shen you don'l know &
yau're golng to ave a job or st
10 alsn cala [nka the Ume warkers
have {0 search For analher job, as

Tim Goodrich, 8 2-4ear veleran
af Curlls, exprossed mived eme-
fions.

“I's riee to coallnve working
and gelling a paycheck, bl if
they're poing b cose ] wish they
] fust close the donva and get
onillit,” Geodrich said, “f ot
w Mave the machinery dask srd
conllie opereting

‘The firm has been Shipping ma-
chdrery lo a planl in Newpart,
Tean, for abod a year.

Goodrieh said emplagees mould
like mare delinflive inlosmiation
than they have received, and
aren'L convinced they aze geting
stralght ansmers from manage-
menl.

“Thay gave 03 an ansmer ghce
and w2 were prelty well salisfed;
chosing Apell 15" Goodrich said.
“Then Agrit 15t comes aleng and
we'te still morkdng. 1 don't know
what Uhe deal is. They won'l guar-

See CURTIS, page 2

Curtis Wire stays open

CURTIS
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Reddig said there is simply no
way (o know exactly when the
firm will close.

“It's something that goes day by
day or week by week depending on

what the customers’ needs are,”
Reddig safd.

Wotkers suspect Curtis has re-
malned open heeause the Tennes-
see plant wag not able to supply
sufficient quantiies of the product
yel.

“Mayhe it's just a gimmick to
break the undon or make us work
for less wages,” Thompson added.
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