REVEREND JOHN REDPATH

Pioneer North-Country Minister



PETOSKEY HOME NAMED STATE HISTORIC SITE

By Kendall P, Stantey
News-Review staff writer

A Petoskey house owned by Emmet County first Circuit
Judge Charles J. Pailthorp and later by Presbyterian
missionary John Redpath has been named a Michigan
historical site by the Michigan Historical Commission.

The Pailthorp house, at 613 E. Mitchel! St., is now owned by
Martin and Nancy Breighner.

The land for the home, three lots along Williams Street, was in

-7,

“In the 110-year history of the house, three judges have lived
here, Pailthorpe, Halstead and Breighner,” she said, “The
people who lived here have always been interested in the
development of Northern Michigan.”

The Breighners have the home up for sale, and are looking
for a buyer who appreciates an historic home and the love and
caring that emtails. We hope the people who buy it will
maintain its importance in the community,” she said.

what is now called the Francis Petoskey addition to the city. Extracted from Petoskey News-Review, Monday August 11, 1986.

Francis Petosgay and his wife Mary, sold the land to
Pailthorpe in 1877. P _ — e

“When Pailthorpe built the house is not exactly clear, Nancy
Breighner said, although the best guess is in 1877."

At one time Redpath, who was establishing missionary
churches throughout the area, stayed with Pailthorp at the
house. Redpath and his wife Sarak Upjohn Redpath, she of
the Kalamazoo Upjohn family bought the house in 1897.

The Redpaths were one of the longest owners of the house,
residing in it from 1897 until 1928. Redpath, who gave his
last sermon in August 1925 in the church named after him, the
Redpath Memorial Church in Cross Village, died in the
house in 1926.

N :

“Circuit Judge Benjamin H. Halstead, who practiced law iR , ik

about the time of Pailthorp, also spent lime in the house, ue PAILTHORP house as it appeared befare the turn of the century. (Pho-
although he never lived there, Breighner said. tos courtesy Nancy and Martin Breighner)

The Redpath family sold the home in 1928 to Alfred H. Dau,
one of the founders of the Michigan Maple Block Co., one of
the city’s oldest business firms. All of the Dau children, some
of whom continue to run the wood-processing firm, were
raised in the house

Dr. Bernard T. Alm and his wife bought the house in 1947,
and they owned it until 1951, when it was briefly owned by
Daniel and Minnie Wilson and Mabel Weimer, John and
Charlotte Bellamy, bought- the house in 1952. In 1936,
Martin Breighner came to Petoskey to practice law with
Bellamy, and he and his late wife, Ruth purchased the home
in 1958.

The Historical Commission cited the house for its historical
significance in terms of the past residents, not the archifecture.
The commission noted new siding, new windows and a new
porch were added to the home, compromising its architectural
significance.

THE A.\DDITIQN of new siding, windows and a front porch has compromised
the Pailthorp house architecturally, but the home remains. historically significant
hecause of its past.residents. ' . . .

“They call it the Pailtherp house, but I'd prefer the Redpath
House,” Breighner said. She said Redpatl was instrumental
in getting many outlying churches started in the early part of
the area’s history, making an important contribution to the
ared.”
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