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Ex-resident
recalls
early days

The following information was
obtained in a three-way
telephone conversation to
California between Robert
Ramsdell, vice president of the
N .. Little Traverse Historieal . .
Society board of direclors,
Baron Walter Kephart and this
writer. Much of the information
tallies with museum
.documents and memorabilia.
Ramsdell says the musewn
appreciates Kephart'’s persona
insight and photes and
documents sent by Kephart
that are on file at the museumn,

By BETTY WASHBURNE
People Plug editor

What was Petoskey like at
the turn of the century? :
... BaronWalter Downing: — ~- !
Kephart remembers it well.
Now 93, Kephart spent his
youth in Petoskey and left here
in the 1620s.for Californla,

NEWS photo by 8. Rondalt Goss

Although he's now retiréd
’ and living in San Anselmo,
This is"the house (dbove) where Walter Calif., he returas to Petoskey
‘Hephart was born March 18,1896. An every five years to re-acquaint
early photo of Kephart appears at the himself with the area end take

another look at the house at 615
Bay Street which he called
“home" for many years.

Kephart went to Petoskey
schools and grew up in what he
refers to as the most beautiful
place in the world.

In & recent telephone
conversation, Kephart said,
“My Petoskey heritage can't

See BARON, page 2
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Baron remembers his youth

BARON .

Contlnued from page 1

be bought.” He sald he once vis-
ited Naples, Italy, and 83 he
looked down at the bay from the
top of a hill, he thought he was in
Petoskey. “The only difference —
there was an old castle with tur-
rets (in Naples),” Kephart sald.
~Otherwise, the Bay-o

E-Naplﬁ-h-_and-

Petogkey over and over.'

Kephart was In Petoskey in
1681, but his planned visit in 1388
had te be postponed when he be-
came ill. Ingtead, he sent a litfle
piece of Petogkey history to the
Little Traverse Historical Society
musenm, A bundie of old photo-
graphs, many of them taken in the
early 19003 of scenes In Petoskey,
have heen added to the museum’s

collection of memorabilig: - ~— - -

The house where Kephart grew
up is now Eknown ps the Dean
home. Vernle Dean and her hus-
_band, the late Ralph Dean, bought
the home in 1938. Their children
grew up there and Mrs, Dean still
cally it home. When Kephart was
in Petoskey in 1981, Mrs. Dean
took him through the house.

Since his youth, Kephart has
been an ardent collector of an-
tigues and family history. For
more than 60 years he researched
the Kephart genealogy and its nu-
merous branches, This search cul-
minated in & 183-page family
history. Acopyafﬂﬂsisal.won
fite at the PPetoskey museum.

During his reseatrch, Kephart
discovered he was sixth in & long
tine of male Kephart descendents
to be named Walter and was also
entitled to hold the dormant Fran-
contan title of Baron Von (or de)
Skicldung-Erlach.

Some of Kephart's earliest rec-
oilections of Petoskey are his
early schooling. He recalls Wi-
nifred Rudiman's kindergarten.
He remembers Irene Gordon, Pe-
toskey resident, who also attended
the Rudiman kindergarten. Gor-
don also recalls Kephart as being
a vety gcholarly young man.

There wasn't a public kinder-
garten at that time, 8o parents, if
they so desired, would enroll their
children in the private kinder-
garten, :

Kephart givea a lot of credit to
his early achool teachers. Misy
Dean, his seventh and eighth
grade teacher later became Mra.
Jessup and taught at Petoskey for
many years. He aiso recalls his
mustc teacker, Mrs. Langswerthy

Miss Wheslock,

Kephatt, who graduated from
Ferris Institnte (now Ferris State
University) and Whartoo School
of Business in Pennsylvania, re-
tired from Paclfic Telephone and
Telegraph Co. ag division .exec-
utive in 1955, He also was & husi-
nesssnan and held positions in
several corporations before re-
tirement. In later years, he he-

tenchors -Miss-Everest—and-—ep

olel, the Cushiman House, King .

HotelandthePeny Hotel. He waz
a gond of Wil H. Peck, .
whosefatherrantheé.rlk\gton.
“In the pummer, I practically
stayed there,” Kephart sald. That
hotel' almost cost him his life,
When the Arlington caught fire in
1915, Kephartwasinthebuﬂdlug
“The hetel

It!ﬂnkpalnﬂngmgumayhave

s T B cbetel yol o

‘The three Junes Rad quite a fol-
iawing Kephart arid.

Some other names he mentioned
were Edith Quinlan, Willls Wach- -
tel, Frank Kephart, Floy Mesick,
Marlon and MiliSn' Quaintance,
Willard Hopkins, thé Relnheh=
gisters, Glen Hamill, Guy Hankey,
Grnce Arnier, C‘hnrlu Harwood

e Mover, Hi 8Eie 11 g
Shemmn Renn Wﬂl!.tng Carl
Crawfoni, Gertrude George and

nsed-the-firs;

“I wag in the back of the hote}
going through the kdichen (to get
out) when-the cefting—fall -down, -

‘That’s the Jast I knew uniil T woke

up and my brother was carrying
me home.”

When Kephart was a young boy,
transportation in Petoskey was
modtly horse drawn. He remem-
bers lots of boats onihebayand
ferry boats

and Norman Rice

“They all left an imprint on Pe-
--toakey;" said Kephart,—-- - - -

Kephart's tather was a druggist
and owned the Central Drug Stars
which was located at 409 E, Lake
5t. where Symon’s General Store
gtands today. Kephart remembers
working in bis fatber’s store when
bhe was a young man and als
working as a laborer at the ce-

‘Cafmi# AN Fecomplis and
credits the -late Francezs Pail-
thorp, longtimd Petoskey art tea-
cher, for his Interest i painting,
He-took private lessons fronr Patl-
thorp and in later years, took art
classes at Marin College In Cali-
fornia. He recelved many prizes
for his oil paintings. He algb ¥as
quite a dancer and at one tinme ap-
peared in the chorus of a Fred As-
taire movie. The photo that
accompanies this story was taken
ut that time,

Winter was a fun time for the
youthful Kephart in Petoskey. He
recalls ice skating and ice boating
on the bay — gkiing and tobogan-

taking passengers
“"Harbor Sgﬂrﬁng with stops at Me-
nopagus uetonzing. Boats
&lzo took -

passengers to Charle-

voix and return.

‘Keéphatt remeribers one of ibe
first automnobiles he saw in Petos-
key. The year wag 1914 and a red
roadster, owned by a summer vis-
itor, always drew a crowd when it
was parked in the city.

Kephart remembers that Petos-
key had quite a city zoo at one
time, He remembers elk, pheas-
ants, rare birds and guch things.
“It hurt my feelings when I saw
that wag gone,” sald Kephart, He
alse grieved when he dlacovered
the old court house in Petoskey

* Ting down the steey hillsinPetos= —had-beem torndown: 1

key. He recalls the business
community and the stores oper-
ated by the Rosenthals, Frymans,
Levinsons and Wellings. The early
hotels were a mecca for a bur-
geoning resort trade. Many penple
from the citles eame north for
their health ag the clean air of
Northern Michigan was partic-
ularly enticing to people suffering
from asthma and hay fever. Ho-
tels and boarding homes would be
booked months in advance of the
hay fever season and familles
would return year after year.

Kephart recalls the- Arlingtoa

a beautiful old landmark,” sald
Kephart. “'Iheyrarestormgthose
old buildings eut here,” Te-
marked,

Kephart sald when his sister
June was married in 1814, it was
the soclal event of the year. In
those days, “the "three Junes”
ruled Petoskey soclety, said Ke-
phart, Hig sister June, June Rose
and June Fallass comprised the
trio.

ment plant which was founded By~
the Galster family.

He recalls the Petoskey Opera

--- House built by H:0; Roge and Guy

Harwood which was located on
Bay Street just east of Howard, He
remembers traveling to Bay View
on the "dummy” train and aays
hiz grandmother was one of the
early Bay View ploneers. She and
her gon, August Kephart, who had
agthmn, would travel to Bay View
each summer, _

Even at the turn of the century,
Bay View was noted for it's theat-
rical productions, The Ben Greet
Woodlend Players, an English

I WErTelons
Shakespeaman plays, said Ke-
phart. This was before the John
M. Hail audltorium was bullt but
the players returned for several
geasons and gomebimes would per-
form as many as five plays a vigit,

“Petogkey used to have a motto
— ‘There's Only One Petoskey'”
said Kephart, “T like that — it's

" truel™

Kephart gays he is planning a

trip back to Petaskey in 1991.




