HISTORY OF PLUSH EARLY HOTELS
By Mrs. Reycraft




Mrs. Reyeraft Tells History Of Plush Early Hotels Here
‘ Started Resorters Coming in 1870’s

A capacity audience heard about the beginnings and
the history of the early hotels in Petoskey at the
November meeting of the Little Traverse Regional
Historical Society in the Library of the Petoskey
Junior High School last night.

It was a fascinating, well researched story told by
Mrs. D.H. Reyeraft who, with her late husband, owned
and operated the Perry Hotel for many years.

Petoskey was but a clearing in the wilderness of
northern Michigan when the first hotel was built in
1873, the year the Grand Rapids and Indiana
Railroad was being constructed info Petoskey. A
Doctor Little and his brother built the establishment and
named it the Rose House in honor of H.O. Rose, one of
the founders of the village. It was located at the corner of
Railroad and Lake Street where the present Elks
Temple now stands.

The Rose House was sold in 1887 to Charles
Persons who renamed it the Oceidental. It then boasted
of 294 rooms and was one of the finer hotels in
Petoskey before it burned and was replaced by the brick
building which is now occupied by the Elks Club.

Mrs. Reyeraft’s rescarch showed that in 1875 D.J.
Cushman built the Cushman House across the street
from the Ocecidental. It was finally enlarged so that it
extended from Lake to Mitchell Streets with a porch
254 feet long facing the Park along the railroad right of
way. The Cushman House was two stories high and the
roof was supported by large, attractive ionic columns.

In 1882 the Arlington Hotel, which could
accommodate 300 guests in elegant splendor was built to
the west of the railroad tracks overlooking Little
Traverse Bay, about where the city tennis courts are
now located. It was a very “plush” resort hotel for its day
with thick carpets throughout the rooms, excellent dining
facilities and offered first class entertainment for its
guests.

Miurs. Reyeraft said that all of the big resort hotels in
those days had orchestras which played for dancing at
least two evenings each week.

At one time the advertisements of the Arlington
Hotel boasted that it could accommodate more guests
than the Grand Hotel on Machinac Island.

In 1895 the Imperial Hotel was built at the Corner
of Bay and Division Streets where the new City
County building now stands.

The Perry Hotel was built in 1899 at the corner of
Bay and Lewis Streets, by Dr. Perry. It was the first
brick hotel built here. It was later purchased by the
Reyeraft brothers, Doctors John and George in 1922
with the intention of converting it into a hospital but
plans were changed and the Reycraft family operated it

as a hotel until it was purchased in recent years by J.R.
Davis and is now operated as the Perry-Davis.

Over the years, several additions and improvements
have been made to the original Perry Hotel and it is
now the only one of the many big resort hotels in
Petoskey still standing and operating as a hotel.

Some of the other smaller hotels Mrs. Reycraft

" mentioned in her talk were:

Bay Shore House, a Bath House near Mineral Weil
Park.

National Hotel, at Petoskey and Bay Streets, in the
300 block.

Banghart Hotel, at Petoskey and Bay Streets, later
named The Chippewa and still standing,

The City Hotel, on Mitchell Street, later enlarged
and named the Clifton Hotel. ‘

Petrie House, at 220 Mitchell Street.

Exchange Hotel, at Lake and Petoskey Streets,

The Ozark at Lake and Clinton.

The Pacific House, on Howard near Miichell Street.

Heariel Inn, later named the Grand Hotel on W.
Lake Street at Bear River.

Oriental Hotel, later named Clark’s Taverm, on
Lake Street overlooking the Pere Marquett Park.

The Jewel Hotel, midway between Petoskey and
Bay, View.

The American Hotel, first building on Mitchell
Street east of Railroad.

Deutsches Gast House or “Farmer’s Home” on W.
Lake Street.

Murs. Reyeraft told how it was fashionable to come
to Petoskey by train or boat and stay all summer at the
several resort hotels in the Petoskey arca. Many came
for relief of hay fever and stayed uatil the first frost.

The larger hotels offered a complete social program,
excellent food, and each one had its own orchestra for
dancing and other entertainment.

“These hotels were rated as some of the finest resort
hotels in the couniry in their day and they atiracted
many of the socially prominent families of the world
whose descendants and friends have stayed in this area
and built summer homes,” Mrs. Reyeraft said.

A few postcard pictures of the old hotels were shown
to those staying after the program.

Society President Seberon Litzenberger announced
that members who want to help with the annual
Christmas party at the Holy Childhood School in
Harbor Springs on Wednesday, December 11, may do
so by sending their cash contributions to P.O. Box 162,
Petoskey,

Extracted Petoskey News-Review
Thursday, November 14, 1968, page 12
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PETOSKEY HOTELS
The Occidental, Cushman House, Ozark, Clifton House, American House,
Lake View House, Farmers Home, Tracy House and Wenks House.

Petoskey City Record
Thursday, January 9, 1879

As there promises to be a large influx of
emigranls and swarms of visitors to our
famons resoris next season, intont upon
business, pleasnre, or the benefits to be de-
rived from inheling o pure, Jifegiving,
and  disease-dispelling  atmogphere, and
quafing duanglts of elewr and erystal agua
pura frow our hondreds of bubbling springs
and babbling brooks, ahounding with tha
handsome nnd most toothsome of the genus
fish, the far famed speckled trout, we huve
heen at some pains to condense . few faets
relative to the hote) seeommodations to be
had in Detoskey, for the hungry and sleepy
hordes, who are already devising plans and
arranging programmes  for next scasons’
ohgervance.  We will first  prefhee this
arlicle by remurking that ns a general rule
no place in the vountry 5o maeh frequented,
is 80 free from the eluss of vicious and dan.
gevons hotels ag is Petoskey, 'The rates
churged are reasonsble, aml the stranger
once established is ns free From intrusion

and molestation as though he stood within
the preeineis of his own home. This g
due to the fact that many of the botel pro-
prictors are gentlemen of previons experi-
ence and character in the businees, and
huve taken preat pains to sustain o high
standard of wxcellonce, realizing that n
tourist ar visitor hospitably entertnined and
eomfortably provided for, 1s nnt only lisble
to seek the same locality again, but also to
recommend and porsunde his fijends to
nvail themselves of the sane facilitics,
THE OCCINENTAL

Being the pioncer hotel, will be the first on
the list, It is a large Uiree-story strueture,
commenced five years ago last New Year's,
by the late Dr. Little, wﬁo came here from
Conade, nind with far-seeing sagneity com-
wenced the erection of a hotel, wﬁich s
now the Occidentu). Is wasat that time
congidered o wild, chimerical scheme, its
propartiond being far in advance of what
the country seemed Lo warrani or would re-
quire for many years to come, The opeu-

ing of this reservation for homestead pur
poses in April, 475, sumn exlubited the
wisgdom and forethought of Dr. Little, as
tlu's'ﬁlpeuulmm', land agent, and netun] set- !
tler found rest and accommodation ufiler .
their weary and Loilsome trip on the slow
and often belated trains of tlle G.R & L
R. R, the wack of which, slthough hav-:
ing sinee attained o high degree of excel-”
lenee, was at that time in a very imperfect |
condition.  For months, the Rose Howse, s
it was then called, in honor of one of our
most prominent aml enterpriging  citizens,
. O, Rose, agq., was piled, stacked, fillad
and jummed from foundation to ridge with
an coger, scrambling and exueting evowd,
who bere found secommodations, which

“eonvidering the well nigh  ceaseless torrent

of travel, and the ancertamty of procaring

thy necesseary gupplies, were very eredita- |
hie. Dr. Little having bailtup an envialle :
record as a Grat-class landlord, and an in-:
teliigent, public-spivited, and enterpriging

citizen, died ot Grand f{upiuls, while on o
trip to Florida, lor the henefit of his health,
The hotel then passed ior w short time into
the hunds of D, Litthe's brother, end from
thenea to I G, Bmdloy. Tho hotel i3 now
kept by Mr. Churles B. Pergons, o gentle-
man whose lifetime has been spent in eater
my for the publie, and who thoronghly
campreliends everything perlaining to the |
ho:e[ business, Under his administration

the Ucenlental has achieved o reputation |
serond o nune in the country, snd is re
ceiving u large share of the pablic patron-
age.  Heing inunediately opposite the rail-
road depot, and therefove convenient of ne- -
cess to this class it hnyg become o great
rendesvous for railrond men, whieh, {rom
the fuct of this being the terminuy of the
rowd, and the ’}mim from which aumerous ;
traing are made up, freguently hus o lorge
number ol traif men stoppiug bere. The |
Oceidantal has 10 gleeping rooms, although |
in 4 ease of emergency, by the use of cots !
unil other appliances, 150 sleepers ean be

aceommodated. The dining room has eight .
tables, which will accommodate 48 guests, |
No bar i3 icept on the premises, which is o *
feature of most of the public houses of Pe-:
toskey, but Mr. Persons makes a specialty

of ing cigavs, and Jovers of ths weed |
cannot fuil to lind amony his pumerous

Pagel




PETOSKEY HOTELS
The Occidental, Cushman House, Ozark, Clifton House, American House,
Lake View House, Farmers Home, Tracy House and Wenks House.

brands something suited o'their taste. A
few of hig leading brands are the “E, ¢,
T, B8 T," “Bantiags,” “K. ¢, B
und ** Kuppenheimer's Own.”  The Quel-
deatal is also the headquariers for both
man and beagt of one line of Cheboygun
stagus, the Charlevoix stuges and one line
of Little Traverse stages. Trom the Qe-
cidental; as Trom geveral of the other hatols,
all purts ol the bay and town are plainly
comapienons,
THE CUSIMAN [HOVYE
Wag built in 1874, by D, J. Cushmar, o
viteran hotel keeper, and previougly from
Otsegro, Allegan county, who  has heen iig
proprictor sud popular landlord from its in-
ceplion vp to the present time, ‘The Cushe
man Hovse 38 now the largeat hotel in Pe-
toskey, being 50x104 feet, and three stories
i hetght.  Mr. Coshiman was reluetantly
compeiled Jast swmnmer, night after night,
to turn people away for want of a place to
stow them.  He has partially provided
against this in the foture by ‘building o
large addition in the rear of his house, the
rooms of which wre linished with the vxeep-
tion ol plustering, which will be done in the
apring, None ol these rooma are less than
L2x18 feet, and will be furnished with all
the wmodern applinpcea which minister {0
the cemfort and conveniencs of the trav.
cler, and will he peviect i ventilation and
other necessary cssentinle,  Mr, Cuslinan
is noted fur bis quiet, undemonstrative man-
uer, und while nttentive to the wants of his
geests, doeg it in such o systenutic, matter-
pidunet way, devoiil of all exeitemont  and
bustley that he wingthe heart of his patrons,
and i3 voted a success from the very oulset,
The Coshman bas 63 rooms, und table ag:
commodations for 80 guests, which is gogn
to hie sncrensed to un even 100, In connpce
neciton with the hotel is n luge and  spa-
civus barn,  One line of Cheboygan stages
wnd one Little Traverse line malke thia ho-
tel their headquarters,
THE OZARK

Is the most sightly of Petoskey's hatoly,
standing on a comanding emincuce at the
east end of Lake steeet.  The house iy very
omamental, and away from the noize and
oxvitement which constantly prevailz ahout

the depot during the rush of visitors in ihe
sammer secson, Here & person may find a
cozy, comforlable, and retired resling
place, and ip this respect, from s gitua-
fion, 1t surpasses any of our hotels, The
house is the property of O, D, 'raey, nnd
is tewporarily elosed for the winter, [t
will agnin be opened to the traveling public
next May., It has 15 hedrooms, and its ta-
hle has senting fucilities for 32 persony,

THE CLIFTON HOUSE,
Formerly City Hotel, i3 lovated on Mitcholl
streat, and is conducted on strictly temper-
ance principles, J, A. C. Rowun, Leing the
landlord,  Mr Rowan eomumenced bis ca-
rcer in this country na o homesteader, and
afler following different lines of businers,
has for the lasl ¢ight months, offieinted an
the yruod-natured Boniface of the Clifton.
Although running o hatel is o new buaingas
to Mr, Rowan, he seems to take to it a3 nat-
urally ag thongh he were tothe manor born,
and fins won & host of friends, Ha is well
patronized, and receives mueh of the ouy-
tom of the Charlevoix tounty towns which
lie along our border, und transact their bus-
inesa here, Joc’s beds number 12, for the
aecomymodation of the weary one, while 32
guests can find elbow room at his  table,
The Clifton House way built iu 1873, and i3
the property of Capt. Crysler, of Little
Traverse,

THE AMBRICAN HOUSY
Is also on Miteliell street, close to the rail.
road track, and is ably eonducted by G,
Fochtman. Mr, Fochtiman has 15 rooms,
containing 20 beds, while 20 hungry lnds
ean get full ond ample satisfaetion in his
dining room,

THE LAKE VIEW HOUSE
[s aituated on Luke street, nearly opposite
the Oceidental, ond is kept by “John Mg
Neill.  This house has arrangements for
sleeping 30 persons, and its tables, three in
namber, will also secommodate nhout the
aam3 Mr MaNaill  will enlarge hia
house in the spring to double its presont
capacity.

THR PARMBUS HUME,
Or “ Deutsches Gasthaus,” a3 the Tealonie
Jegend overthedaor has it, fanot ouly a enp-
al place for the culertsininent of farmevs,
hut 8 also hard to beat for any hungry
biped in search of & goud, palutable meu[).
Joprad  with much leas pretension than
many of lus neighbors, dishes np o repast
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that for clennness, variety, und "good eook-
ing is not easily “laid over 'Phis house
is situnted on Lake street, and long fourish
ed under the cognomen of Loke Street
House, Conxad Zoll, proprieter, s dunen-
sions wre 22x51 feet, two stories high,
Thirty lodgers ean lind rest with Courad,
while his table will seat 20 individuals, Mr,
Zoll Gndg himselt much nunnyed for want
of wecommodation for his lugely inerens-
ing trade, and contemplates an extensing
of 26 lvet to his house i the apring, which
will luvgely inerease his hotel facilities,
Hoving mueh demand for barn room, he
will also erect n building for that purpose
iu the spring, immediately neross the street
from the hotel, having alveady seenred the
tot, Its dimensions will be 16x28 fet,
THE TRAOY HOURE
Is Q. D, Tracy’s down-town hotel, und ia
situnted on the corner of Luke street and
Railvoud avenue. It is a popular resort,
especinlly, for the old pieneers of this coun-
(ry, U1 1) being one of them, having  frst
tanded heve 1n 1874, ‘Tracy's genial,
paing-taking manner, always brings back a
eaateiner who hus once patronized him,
The Tracy House has 15 rooms, snd 60
persuns ean be fed st one sitting,
THE WENKS THOUSE,

Is Iocated on Railvoud avenue, and  John
Henderson, is the lundlord, ‘I house will
sccommodate 20 persons with beds, and
the tables, two in nunber, will scat 25,

With the Wenks House, we close our ur-
ticle on hotels.  Qur information has been
hagtily gathered, and some inaceurncies
may have oceurved. We huve, however,
endeavored to do justice to all concernad,
from an fmpartial” standpoini, having noth-
isg extenuated, or nught set down in mal-
ice. Beside the hotels we have ecpumora-
ted, theve are numerous bonrding-houses,
where even the mogt fhstidious will ind no
cause for complaint,
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NATIONAL HOTEL

Proprietor
John George Braun




NATIONAL HOTEL

The Emmet County Democrat
Local Luncheon
Friday, April 6, 1883

National Hotel,

i e ]

About the middle of this month
Mr.J. G, Braun will open the above
named hotel on Lake Street. The
building is now completed, finished
and will be furnished in first class
shape,  Mr. Braun will hayo twenty-
five rooms for guests all of them
pieusent and well furinished, This
building has been idle for some time
on account of its not being finished,
but mow  Mr. Sebiuttenhoffer, the
owner, hus pushed it to completion.
The old hotel burned on this site a
few years sinco had a good name
under the managemont of Conrad
Zoll, and we are confident that the
new National under the management
of Mr. Braun will be a good pluce for
the traveling public to be entertained.

K ok ok ok ok ok kR

Emmet County Democrat
April 9, 1886

NATIONAL HOTEL, |
JOHN @ BRAUN, Props, |
Potoskey, - - Mlulﬂ_gnn;'
Loocated on Lako streethalf
way betweon depot and
steamboatlanding.
Laelen Reasonalie.




Petoskey Evening News Petoskey Evening News

Friday, June 18, 1926 Saturday, June 19, 1926
JOHN GEORGE BRAUN ~<Iho funeral of the lute Jehn
DIES FRIDAY Guovge Hrnun will be geld ot
) _ o'clock umi.w aftyi noon i om
Was'Ploneer Rem.dent anetoskey U"u (lt‘l |”“|| \ﬂlu-‘s““‘l.ll pfn}‘]‘uh‘
Retired About Eight Years Ago. Members of the B 1, 0. Bl

todge of Thin oiby,, of twhivh M,

In Hotel and Restaurant Business For Forty Years . N T LTy
Bruwa was oo membin, " will wlldiid

Poor Health Long Time ; : T
g in a chodye DubRatRedll hoV In
© John Ceorge Braun, for forty- Uregnwoed,  Rev, GG Murbueh
‘fivo yeara connected with the hotel and Reve A, Buettner in chargo.
fond restaurant business of Petos- et e e oo

key, died Friday forcnoan ab
"Lockwood hagpital, where he had
been fop thy lust twelveo sweeks,
‘Despite the fact that hiy condition
_wag known to be serious, hia death
came us o shoek to hiv fumily and
cfeiends, Tle waa 77 yenry obld,
[Myr, Braun mado  mony -friends
throughout all Northern Michigan,
cupecinlly amuny the oldar resi-
dents of the vegion, who will ro-
ceive the naws of his passing wzth
sorrow niul regret.

Be. Braun way born in Germany |
and ewoue Lo the United Bluted
when o mere Jad.  Ho was attract-
ed to Grand Rapids, where an an
gxpert eabinet mnker ho was am-
ployed for many yenrs. 'Fhess ho
mot and married Mes., Brawm, who

wult [ormerly Miasy Morgarct Diof- * Greenwood Cemetery
endaker, Greenwood Road
Shortly after coming ta Petoa- Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan
key forty-five yewrs ougo, they cn-
e ' b 58 .
tered the hotel business, having Section D, Block 29, Lot 11

the old Central hotel on Lake
streat,  About twelve years later
thoy built their own hotel nnd
rostaurant.on Howard street, They
relired from business elght years
ago but always made their home
}}mrﬁh‘ Braun was a member of tho
- “arman Evangatleal chureh of this
i, un Bl und momber of thay
Arboiter society. Burviving mem-
bers of the innuediote famlly are
the wife, DMys, Margaret Braun,
and ono con, Philip Braun, of
Mint Coew




Petoskey Evening News
Tuesday, May 14, 1935

MRS JOHN BRAUN
LONG TIME RESIDENT, DIES MONDAY

My, John Geovrge Brann, one of
the eity's oldest residents, passod
away guile unexpectedly last night
al her home at 918 Buaxteer street.
Mus, Braun was nearving 80 yoears
of wpe and hnd resided i Petass
key sinee 1878,

Born in Waterloo, Ont,, July B,
1850 Mry, Draan camie lo Michi-
gan,  She and Mr, Braun then lo-
cated o, Petoskey b7 years ago
and operated n restuurpnt bus-
fness  an L North Huward street,

Their restunrant was one of he Greenwood Cemetery

the celty's famoud cating places. Petosker. pecnwood Road
Y, Emmet County, Michigan

My, Braon died in 1926,

Mres, Braun was afifliated with
the  Pefogkey IHome Benevolent
society, with the Ludy Muceabees
and Rebelubs and o member of
the Gevman [ovangelical Lutheran
chaveh, corner  of  [mmel und
(frove streets,

Surviving i one son,  Philip
B’ of Ilint, the gnly supvivor
ol dmr e¢hildven; her daughter-in-
lavwy, Mrs, George Braun of Petoys
key and five grand ehildeen.

The funcral will be held et 2
o'clock Thursday afternoon from
the German Fvangelienl  ehureh
with buria) in Greenwood.

The budy will bo at the Henika
Funeral Parlors until noen hurs-
duy amd then  romoved Lo Lhe
chureh,  Frivads myy ealls

Section D, Block 29, Lot 11




RIDGEWOOD HOTEL

Near the G. R. & U, Suburban Station
Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan




RIDGEWOOD HOTEL

The Petoskey Record
Thursday, July 11, 1912

Somethi ng New

The  “Ridgewood,” Petogkey’s
newest and latest hotel, wag thrown
open to the public last Saturday, It
l¢ opposite the Cushman house and
is near the G. R, & I, suburban sta-
tion, and under its present manage-
ment {¢ destined to take front rank
among the hotels of Petoskey. The
house has recently undergone a com-
plete transformation, has been gver
hauled from top to hottom. and has
been newly furnished throughout so
that it now pregents a most attrac-
live and inviting eppearance.

The house is gentrally located and
i3 really one of the prettest small
hotels {n this section. The manage-
ment will cater to best class of trade
One pleasing feature in connection,
s a small tea room, the service of
which wlll be a la cakte. A reguiar
lable d'hote breakfast, Tuncheon and-
dinner wiil be served in the dining
room each day and the Ridgeway
Junior orchestra will furnish the best
of music during the dinner hour. A
gard room has algo beén provided for
use of the guests. The Ridgeway will
be’ found a convenient place to rest
and get a lunch and the management
cordially invites the public to call
and avall themselves of the accom-
modations provided,
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THE CUSHMAN HOTEL

The Cushman House

One of the leading hotels of the famous
Petoskey summer resort region is the Hotel
Cushman. This hotel is open all year round, the
Annex being utilized exclusively for summer
guests. The Cushman has accommodation for 350
guests and has been taxed to the capacity for the 34
seasons during the summer. The Cushman is
popular for newly wedded couples and during the
spring and fall it entertains many bridal parties.

The Cushman House and Annex are recognized
as the standard of excellence. The hotel is modern,
rooms en suite, with private baths. Many public
baths. Electric passenger elevator. Finest location,
which is central to all attractions. A beautiful park
extends across the entire front, facing a spacious
porch with room for a thousand guests.

The Annex which is a four story building is a
model of beauty and safety. It is a strictly fire proof
structure, being constructed of pressed brick and
cut stone. The rooms are large and magnificently
appointed and cannot be surpassed by any hotel for
comfort and location.

A superb orchestra furnishes music for meals
and daily concerts, and semi-weekly hops are held.

The tables are supplied with all fresh dairy and
garden products, which are produced on large
farms, which are contracted for their entire supply.
Berries and fruits are served the same day they are
picked.

The Suburban Terminal Station is located
within two minutes walk of the main entrance,
where all trains. are taken for the neighboring
resorts, Wequetonsing, Harbor Springs, Harbor
Point, Roaring Brook, Charleveix, Odern and
Walloon Lake, with their varied amusements, goif,
tennis, boating and the like. All within a few
minutes ride. Historic Mackinae may be reached in
two hours. Beaver Island, former home of the
Mormon King Strang, may be seen in outline from
the main entrance, and the large lake steamers touch
at St. James, the King’s capital city.

The rates at the Cushman are $2.50 per day and
up. Special rates by the week also rates for children
and maids. For further information address W. L.
McManus Jr., proprietor, care of the Cushman,
Petoskey, Michigan

Ladies Parlor

Article & Pictures extracted Petoskey Record, 1908
Titled Petoskey Queen of the North.




The Petoskey Record
Wednesday, July 1, 1885
The Garflold Peach Tree.

People pussing by the northern end of
tho park in front of the Cushmon House,
inav notice a young peach tree growiug o
fow feat awuy from the fence, and wonder
that it should have been planted in a place
of that kind, There sre nssociations how-|
ever connected with that little tree of uno:
small interest; and the few whe know jiis

_ history mever pass by without thinking of
tbe martyr, president Garfield, The dav
after the removal of the dying presideat
from Franchklyn Uottage at Long DBranch,
to Washingion, Mre. Matheny, Supenotens
dent of the Northern division of «he G, K.
& [ B. R., whu with wany other sympa.
thizing and patriotie eitizena was upon the
scene of sv much suffering and heroism,
picked up a couple of peach stones which
hod fillen from the window-gill of the presi-
dents siek room. The feverish lips and
parebed throat of the patient sufferer were
constantly moistened and refreshed with
the julces of the peach and oronge, and
without & doubt the fruit fromn which theso
stones came, served that purpose, Mr.
Matheny brought tham west planting one
in Grand Rapids, and one in the Cushtzn
Park. DBoth have sent up vigorqus shoots
which promise fine trees, and Joe Demand
tukes gpecial pride in and care of the Gor-
field pench tree in his special charge.




DAVID CUSHMAN Former Owner Of Cushman House Passes Away In Grand Rapids
Body Here Sunday For Burial in Greenwood Cemetery. Knights Templar in Charge

Extracted {Petoskey Evening News, Nov, 23, 1923
David J. Cushman, who built the Cushman

House Hotel, and operated it for many years, died
Friday at his home in Grand Rapids.

The body of the former Petoskey pioneer will be
brought to Petoskey Sunday morning and burial
will be in Greenwood Cemetery. Ivanhoe
commandery, Knights Templar, will have charge
of the service. The funeral party will form at
Henika’s Chapel at 2 o’clock Sunday afternoon.

Mr. Cushman came to Petoskey in 1874 and
erected the wooden part of the Cushman now used
for a dining room. It was a hotel of about 25 rooms.
He opened the place October 8, 1874. Later he
completed the wooden structure and afterwards
constructed the four-story brick annex on Mitchell
Street.

He sold the hotel to William L. McManus, Jr.,
in 1907, Mr. McManus taking possession October
8 of that year, Mr. Cushman having conducted the
hotel for 30 years.

After selling the hotel, Mr. and Mrs. Cushman
moved to Grand Rapids, where they made their
home. Mrs. Cushman passed away four or five
years ago.

Mr, Cushman was one of the most popular

hotel proprietors of his day in northern Michigan,
and his hotel was the center of social life in the city
and community. Both Mr. and Mrs. Cushman
contributed [iberally to charity, being active in all
such undertakings in the city and northern Michigan
during the early days.
It is expected the body will be accompanied here by
Rev. and Mrs. F. W. Corbett, who have been
making their home with Mr. Cushman for nearly
two years. Mrs. Corbett is a niece of Mr.
Cushman.

gl
HEIH

Cushman House

Extracted {Greenwood Cemetery Records}

Burial: November 22, 1923
Greenwood Cemetery
Petoskey, Michigan
Section G. Block 51, Lot 5

Civil War Veteran:

Enlisted, October24, 1863, Kalamazoo, Mi.
For 3 years
Corporal, Company K., 1% Michigan Cavalry
Discharged, March 10, 1866
Salt Lake City, Utah




Mary J. {Mills} Cushman, unknown -- 1919
Wife of David J. Cushman

DEATH TAKES MRS. D. J. CUSHMAN
Passes Away At Home In Grand Rapids

With Her Husband She Conducted Cushman House for
May Years. Came to Petoskey in 1874,

A telegram from Grand Rapids this forenoon brought the
sad news of the death of Mrs. David J. Cushman, at her
home there at 2 o’clock this morning, She had been in poor
health for several years.

Mr. and Mrs. Cushman came to Petoskey in October
1874, and the next year opened The Cushman House, which
was the pioneer summer resort hotel in the north. They
operated the hotel until it was purchased some years ago by
W. L. McManus, Jr.

Mr. McManus left for Grand Rapids this afternoon.

The funeral will be held at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon
from the residence in Grand Rapids. The body will be placed
in the vault in one of the Grand Rapids Cemeteries and may
be brought to Petoskey for burial next spring.

Mr. Cushman recently underwent a serious operation at

Rochester, Minn., and has been in poor health.
Extracted Petoskey Evening News, Wednesday, January 1, 1919

The remains of Mrs. D. J. Cushman will be brought here
Wednesday morning. There will be brief services at the grave
in Greenwood Cemetery at 2 p.m. Rev. J. W, Sheehan in

charge to which all friends are invited,
Extracted Greenwood Cemetery Records, Tues Aprik 29, 1919
Section G, block 51, Lot 5

D. J. Cushman returned to Grand Rapids yesterday
afternoon after bringing the body of his wife here for burial in
Greenwood Cemetery. The burial service was held at 11

o’clock.
Extracted Greenweod Cemetery Records, Thurs. May 1, 1919

Mirs. Fred Corbett, who came here early in the week with the

Cushman funeral party, returned to Lansing this morning,
Extracted Greenwood Cemetery Records, Sat, May 3, 1919

Ohbituaries re-copied as originally written.

MRS. D. J. CUSHMAN A PIONEER HERE
Death Brings Sorrow to Petoskey

Came Here in 1874 And For Many Years With
Husband Was at Cushman House

The announcement in yesterday’s News of the death of
Mrs. D. J. Cushman, wife of David J, Cushman, for many
vears, owner and manager of the Cushman House, was of
more than ordinary interest to the older inhabitants of
Petoskey.

Mary Mills Cushman was the daughter of one of the
pioneer families of Kalamazoo County. She was a schoolmate
and life-long friends of both William L. Curtis and his wife
Mary Wooden Curtis. After coming to Petoskey in the fal
of 1974 Mrs. Cushman became identified with every interest
for good in the rapidly growing backwoods community, as
Petoskey was for a number of years until its famous summer
resort became established.

With Mrs. Anna Little Kirkland, Mrs. J. A. C. Rowan
and Mzrs. H. O. Rose she was one of the founders of the
Home Benevolent Association. With these and other civic
workers when it became necessary to give Lockwood
Hospital its first big start Mrs. Cushman worked untiringly
to raise a fund of some $2,400 for equipment of the new
hospital. For thirty-five years the name of Mrs. D. J.
Cushman was one of the first to be found in response to need.
The establishment of many a cozy home has been made
possible by her generosity, and the good health and education
of many a boy and girl has been secured through her wornanty
friendship and advice to those in her employ. The removal a
few years ago of Mr, and Mrs. Cushman to Grand Rapids
was a distinct loss to the community life of the city,

Emmanuel Parish, of which Mrs. Cashman was a
member, was the recipient of many substantial gifis from Mr.
and Mrs, Cushman who built the rectory and later sold it to
the parish.

Mr. and Mrs. Cushman decided upon Grand Rapids as
their home after retiring from the management of the
Cushman House owing to the residence of Mrs. Cushman’s
brother, Nelson J. Mills, of the Grand Rapids Overalls
Company, whose death occurred several years ago. About
four years ago Mrs. Cushman was afflicted with a stroke of
paralysis and since that time she had been a constant sufferer.

Friends of Mr. And Mrs. Cushman will be glad to know
that Mrs. Fred Corbett, of Lansing, a niece who has spent
much of her life in the Cushman houschold, has with her
husband been at the Cushman home for many months
assisting in the cate of both Mr. and Mrs. Cushman, The
deepest sympathy goes out from the older residents of the city

to Mr. Cushman and to Mr. and Mrs. Corbett,
Extracted Petoskey Evening News, Thurs. January 2, 1919




