TRAIN WRECK 1929
TWO MILES WEST OF PETOSKEY

PETOSKEY, EMMET COUNTY, MICHIGAN




TWO KILLED IN P. M. TRAIN CRASH
WORST WRECK IN HISORY OF PETOSKEY DIVISION WHEN FREIGHTS MEET HEADON.
Fatal Smashup Occurs Two Miles West of City At About Six O’clock Last Night
Dead Were Yeteran Employees

In the worst wreck in the Petoskey section on the Pere Marquette railroad, and the first smashup in which anyone was killed in
many years for this part of the P.M., two veteran trainmen lost their lives last night, The northbound local freight and a southbound
engine and caboose met head-on at a sharp curve, about two miles west of the city, the northbound run being on the way down quite a
sharp grade. Charles E. Markham, for forty-three years a Pere Marquetie employee, was killed almost instantly as was head break
man, Henry DeFerre, who has been making the Petoskey run almost constantly for the last quarter century. Both were on the local and
caught when they attempted to jump as the trains crashed with terrible force. The cab, tender and first car on the local were literally
ground to splinters and twisted, broken steel.

The wreckage caught fire quickly and the Petoskey City. fire Department had to use its chemicals on the blaze and water to cool the
hot steei before torches could be brought into play to cut away the debris and free the bodies. Other members of the crew of the
freight escaped serious lwts. The crew of the southbound outfit were all hwrt, but none of them seriously. They were taken to
Petoskey hospital. The crew was made up of Engineer Frank Mertas, Conductor Hemy Ely, Bread-man Peter Wilkins, and Theodore
Sherwood. The Traverse City wrecking crew was cailed and is clearing away the smashed engines, hoping to have the tracks cleared
by late afternoon today.

Thomas Brown, fireman on the incoming freighi, was down on the cab floor or tender floor, when Engineer Markham saw the
south-bound engine and yelled “Jump.” He leaped out on the north side of the track and rolled quite some distance, being badly
bruised and cut up and also breaking a wrisi. Markham and DeFerre were caught as they tried to escape, one on each side of the cab
and were badly crushed and probably instantly killed. Escaping steamn scaided their bodies and the fire which broke out in the
wreckage almost immediately, burned them badly.

It was some time afier the wreck before the work of rescue could start, owing to the flames and heat. The wreckage was then cut
away and the bodies removed, that of Engineer Markham to the Henika undertaking parlors and that of Mr. DeFerre to Stone’s
undertaking parlors. ‘The injured men were taken in ambulances to Petoskey hospital. Brown had his hurts patched up and returned to
the scene but the other four were apparently worse hurt and were still at the hospital this forenoon.

It was said in railroad circles that two Investigations likely would be conducted at once, one by federal and the other by state
officials. The railroad also will make its own in inquiry.

Continued page two
Coroner G, W, Nihart said this forenoon he had questioned the trainmen and investigated the wreck, and that he did not believe an

inquest would be necessary. He explained that he believed the blame for the wreck would be placed on the crew of the southbound
freight, stating that his investigation had led him to believe they left the local yards ahead of time stated in their orders. Should any
other action be necessary, DPr. Nihart said this forenoon, it would be siarted by Prosecutor Washburne, or by the state or federal
government or the railroad themselves.

The impact of the collision was so heavy that it knocked the southbound outfit back fully fifty feet from the point where the
engines met. The two great engines were badly demolished, particufarly that of the local freight..

The pilot steel of the engines was broken like wooden splinters and scattered about the scene, The heads of the engines were
hammered in and the wheels and rods twisted and broken. The cab of the southbound engine was wrecked, but not so badly as was
that of the local freight.

The news of the wreck flew like wildfire and within a short time cars began flashing to the scene. Hundreds of cars carried many
people there and all night they tramped about the scene. The early comers aided railroad men in taking the injured to hospitals and in
cutting away wreckage to get free the bodies of the two victims,

The body of Henry DeFerre was taken back to Traverse City last night by a brother, John DeFerve, of Traverse. The funeral and

burial likely will be held there. The trainman was one of the most popular Pere Marquette crew members running info Petoskey. He
was joily, good natured and liked by hundreds who knew him. He had been making runs here for the last 25 years. Surviving him are
the wife, Mrs. Edna DeFerre and one son, Leo DeFerre, a Michigan Beli Telephone company employee. He was born in Macomb
County, Michigan, May 14, 1878, and married in Traverse City in 1902, A brother, Edmund DeFerre is said to have been killed in a
similar train wreck near Thompsonvilte, Michigan, eighteen years ago with Engineer Markham in charge of the engine at that time.
He had been serving as conductor during the rush of the season, friends say, and this was his first run back to Petoskey as a head
brakeman on the local.

The body of Mr. Markham was to be taken to Traverse City today for a Masonic funeral Monday. Mrs. Markham came this
moming to accompany the body horme, He was 58 years of age and had been with the railroad for the last forty-three years. Surviving
besides the widow are three sons. The watch the engineer was wearing stopped at 4:56 p.m., Central Standard time, showing the
minute &t which the engineer was crushed in the wreckage.

Another wrecking crew arrived during the night after a fast run from Grand Rapids and during today the two crews have been busy
clearing away the debris. The rear cars on the freight were hauled back to the cement plant siding and the workmen then began work
on the smashed freight cars. At 9 o’clock they had this about finished and were to start removing the engine of the local freight. This
constituted the worst part of the job. It was believed that the southbound light engine could be hauled to a siding with out great
difficulty. Trainmen said that the track likely would be cleared by late afternoon in time for the passenger trains to get out and in.
Extracted from Petoskey Evening News dated Saturday, September 28, 1929 page | and 2.
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IKTTRETATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT O THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED CN THE
PERE MARQUETTE RAILWAY NWAQ PETOSKEY, MICH., OH
SEPTEZM3ER 27, 1929

January 23, 1930
To the Comwission:

On September 27, 1922, there wos a head-end col-
Tision betveon two frelpht treing on the Pere Margquette
Railway, near Petgoslkey, Mlch., vhich resulted in the
aeath of two emplovees and the injury of six emnloyeges.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on Sub-Division 6 of the
Ohicego-Petoskey Division, which extends between Bosrdman
and Bay View, Mich., a dictsnce of 79.02 miles, and 18 &
single-track line over which trains are operafea by time-
table and train orders, no block-signal system belno in
vse. The accident occurred at a polnt apnroxznately 2
milea south oi Petoskey, apnronaching this point from the
north there i1s a 49 curve to the rieht 1,026.3 feet in
length, from which point the vrack 1s tan?enﬁ for a dis-—
tance o:r 442.78 feet, followed by a 3° curve to the left
812.5 feet in ]ength the accident occurring on the last
mentioned curve at & point 261.5 feet from 1ts northern
end. Aporoaﬁhlng from the south the track i1s tangent for
a distance of 2,827 feet, followea by the curve on which
the accicent ocourved The grade at the point of accraent
1s 0.4 ner cent ascending for southbound trains. Owinsg to
an embankment on the inside of the curve on which the
accident occurred, the view had by engine crews of south-
bouvnd trains 1sg restrjcted to about 520 feet ana that of
northbound trains 1s limited to about 610 feet.

The weather was clear at the time of the acciagent,
which occurred et about 4.58 ».n.

Degceription

Southbound engine 282, hsuling a caboose, was run-
ning as an extra train cnd was 1n charge of Conavcior
Ely and Engineman Mertes. As Petoskey, 0.92 mile south
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mein track, waited un®l $he brrkema- closed the switoh,
ene then continued southward without noting the time of
deperfure. He estimated the sneed of his +Ta1n at 25
nilcs per hovur as 1t apnroached the noint of accicent

and when he sav the eporoaching trein, he shut off ateam
but gia not remeriber whether he applled the brekes, After
the accident he Innked a3t his wateh and 1t was then 4.58
P.m., but his watch was 20 secynds slow, Enginemen Mettens
Forther steled tnet althnugh both he and the enaductor
read the order two each other 2t the time 1%t was deldivured
to him, he failed to romember that 1t rfequired Bis train
to wait at Petoskey until 5 m.w., and et Lamson until

2.40 n.m,

Fireman Weavar, of sxtra 282, stoted that he read
end vnderstond treln order No. ”A? before leaving Peitoskey.
He did not know at what time his train departced Irom that
woint, but sbout one or two minmutes after train No. 1
passed, the head brakeman owencd the main line switch and
Feve them a vroceed signal. Fireman Weaver then started
woTking on tne fire and continued to do so until just be-
fore tbg collision occurraed; when the engineman an~] zed
the brakes, the {ireman ijDQQ from the gangwray of the
cngine, Immedlately after the sccident he looked at his
watch and saw thet 1t was 4.58,30, but hs was not certein
thet this time wae entirely corroct as he haa not compared
nie watch with & siesadard oclock before deperting, eac had
not compared 1t with anvy member of the crew. He 2lso said
he d1d not know whether the cornductor sad engivcmea hed
read the order involved, but that whea he roed 1t e Te-
marked Yfive ol'clock Petoskoey end 5.40 Lamson," no mention
0 the coroer wes vede cn route,

Hesa Brakemen Wilkins, of extra 283, read ihe orders
before his train entered the wmain track 2t Petoskey and
voaderstood they were requirea to wart et thet point un-
111 5 p,m. After the eyrivel of trein No. 1, ne vas
instructed hy the eangineman to open the main track switch,
he comnmlied with these instructions, closed the switch
after the train wss on the main track, and then gere e
nroceed signgl, sfiter which he boarded the caboose. He
g1d not remember of anvthing bheing seid concernin? the
wglt order sfter lesving Petoskey, and ssic¢ he wes riding
1in the cupnola of the caboose ss the train approached the
point of sccident and thet on account of his position on
the outside of the curve he did not see the opposing
train. Heed Brekeman Wilkains was evare that trein o, 1
weg due at Petoskey at 4.55 p.m., but aid not know a2t what
time 1% arrived on the day of the accident and he failed
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freight troins to follow pessearcer trains with ceusion
efter the exniretion of rinutes, end tast under this
rule his trein shouid not heve left Lemson until 4.5%
p.m.  He ¢1d aot call the enginemsa's ettention to 1t,
but inste.d waen the train was denerting, he remarked
to the eaginomen that the time weg very short znd they
would heve to harrv,

Uonductor Dobson, of extra 372, steted that before
sterting on this triv, he snd the engirneman cormpared
time with 2 gtendard ¢clock. Train No., 1 vassed him
8t Lemson 2% 4,47 v m., end hig own trein left thet
point at 4.52 p.m , wanich alloved them eirght minutes 1in
which %to reach Petoskey on the weit order for extvre 283,
The acciuent occurred st 4,58 v.m., #nd shortly efter 1ts
becurrence he cormared wotches with Engineman Merses end
Fireman Brona ond 1% wee then 4.58 v.m. He estirieted the
sneed of aig trein at the tu1e of the accident ot 25
Miles per hour. Conductor Dobson also knew thet under
the rTules, freight trains on the Petoskey Division ere
not mermitted to follow wessenser trains unt1l the expira~
tion of 10 minutes, but took no sction to see that tais
rvle weg commlied wikh,

Resr Brekeman Price, of extra 372, stried thet 21~
though he hed reed trasin orcer Mo. 247, he paid no varti-
cular atieation to the time ot which tTein No. 1 pmessed
Lemson or the time at which his own %rain departed from
thet point, but rcs of the oninion they had smowle time
in ~hich to reach Petoskey end comnly with the weit or—
der. The resr brokcman was riding in the caboose rhen
the collision occurred and the shock ceueed him to be
thrown, but as soon zg he togeined nis feet he noted
the time as 4.57 p.m., he was not certain as to the
speed of his train ot the time of the accident, but
thought 1t was betwsen 230 ang 30 miles per hour.

Concluglonsg

This zccidert weg ceoused by feilurc %o obev e ralg
order, for which the entire crev of extrs 282 1s TEsvon—
sible,

The evidenco indicetcs thet trein order Fo. BLT,
Teculring extre 282 to wepit ot Petoskey until 5 o.m,,
8 recelves and roed by 21l mowvers of the ercv of
extre 2823, Ghortly alter rorthbound train No. 1 nessged
through the south end of the yerd, extre 282 pulled out
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“Then yvas heard the crash like thun-
der, thai echoed {hrough the alr,

And the sonnds of death were floal-
ing, like a music of despair.

Men were taken fo the Masier, on
that greatest railroad line,

HNow when these snginesrs depari,
they'll always be on fime.”

— by Bert Southwood Jr.

By BOB CLOCK
Mews-Beview siaff writer

Traing — and irain wrecks — have
long provided inspiration for Aweri-
can hallads, fromo “Casey Jones™
“The Wabash CannenbsH,”

Petoskey's only faial irain wreek,
wnich took place 81 years ago ioday,
has bean largely forgoiien.

Until now,

Composer and guifarist Bert Souih-
wood Jr, of Hayes Township has wril-
ian a ballad about the wreck which is
being introduced foday on radio sia-
tion WL.TCG al Harbor Springs. I is en-
titled *“The Local’'s Final Hun.” If is
one of three cuts on an slbum belng re-
leaged in Ociober by Produeers Tape

- Bervipe in Troy, Mich,

Southwood, 44, a Chapter I remedial
ieacher at the Pellsion Elementary
- Sehgol, wrote ihe ballad berause he
comes from a railroading family an
thought the Pefoskey irain wreck,
which claimed two lves, deserved to

be rememberead.

At the time of the acecident Sept. 27,
1929, Sonthwood’s father, the late Rert
Sr., was 2 section hand for the Pers
Marqustie Railroad and his mother
served meals fo railvoad men af her
home on Water Streef in Petoskey.

The accldent, which was reported in
the Saturday, Sept. 28, 1929, edition of
the Petoskey Evening News, happened
when a freight train called the Local,
traveling from Charlevolx, encoun.
tered another freight train ealled the
Stonerun, westhound from Petoskey.

According to the newspaper report,
the Stonerun apparenily leff Petoskey
ahead of schedule. About two mileg
west of the city, the Stonernn enterad a
sharp curve just down the bluif from
the present site of H & D Inc, At the
sarne time the Local was roaring down
& grade into the same curve on the
same frack. '

The engineers barely caught sight of
each other when the irains collided
with a deafening crash.

and

Bart Southwond Jr

The two fatalities were in the
cab of the Local engine — engi-
neer Cheries ®. Markham, a 43-
year employee of the Pere Mar-
quetie Hallroad, and head brake-
man Henry DeFerre, who had
heen on the same run for 25 years.

When Marlham saw & crash
was ineviiabie he yelled, “*Jump.”

Fireman Thomas Brown was on
the floor of the cab or in the coal
tender, Ilmmediaiely behind.
Brown heard the warning and
jumped out of the north aide of the
frain. He rolled a considerable disg-
tance, suffering bruises and a bre-
ken wrist.

B

Petosicey News-Review

Twp. ballageer capuues

n song

Markham and Defferre waren't
se lncky. They both jumped — one
out of each side of the cab — but
the impaect apparently caught
thern in mid-nir. They were
trapped in the wreckage and their
bedies were badly gealded when
live gteam lines ruptured. ,

The engine then caught fire and
burned fHercely until the Petoskey
Fire Departmeni arrived and
dousad the flames with chamicals,
The twisted metal then had o be
coolad with water so thai the bod-
ies could he freed hy rescue wock-
ars equipped with torches,

“The cab, tender and {ivel car
on the Loeal were literaily ground
to splinters and fwisied, broken
steel,” The Evening Mews re-
ported,

The crew of the Stonerun fared
better than the erew of the Local.
All were Injured and hospitalized
gvernight, but they survived. Af
the throtile of the Sionerun wag
engingsr ¥rank Mertes, accompa-
‘nied by conductor Henry Ely, bra-
keman Wilking
Theodore Sherwood,

A ungtive of Petoskey, Sonth-
woad says that the railroads ars
part of American enlture and he is
sorry to see the rails being pulled
in the Petoskey area.

The balladeer graduated from
Petoskey High School in 1854 and
Central Michigan University in
14973,

He said he has played the gnitar
since acquiring a Gibson “Hum-
mingbird” in high school. Couniry
singers Hank Snow and Jimmy
Hogers have bhsen his biggest
inspiration.

“The Locsl’'s Final Run'’ was
taped and orchestirated af Bolling-
er’s Playiown Sound Production
in Petoskey, with background vo-
cals hy Kelly Nolf.

Other songs on the album are
“Hoxanna Lee” and “Where Do
Lovin' Hselings Go.”

Southwood and his wife,
Leanna, have {wo daughters,
Tammy, 24, and Lopelei, 21,

Petar and

Thursday, September 27, 199¢




