BRUTUS FIRE 1915

Brutus, Emmet County, Michigan




BRUTUS ALMOST BURNED OFF MAP
Nine Buildings Were Destroyed

Fire Started Early Wednesday Morning in An Old Store Building
And Was Probably Set By Tramp

Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter
Wednesday, April 28, 1915, pages 1 & 3

For nearly flve hours Wadnesday
morning it appeared nug though ihe
whole of the village of Brutus would
be. destroyed by fire. ‘I'wo store
buildings, four residences, a blnck-
smith shop and twe bharns is the tolh
taken by the tflames in the early
morping fire.

The fire  was  discovered shortly
after 13 o'clock Wednesday morning:
in an old store buikding adjoining:
the bullding owned ang oceupicd by
My, Muxfleld with lhls goneral store,
The building had been used as o gort,
of club room by the ludles, whg held
socinlg and various meelings there,
Tuesday ovening o lreap wiug noticed
hanging about the building ang it is
thought ho might have set it on firp
or the fira he made to epok hig meul
might have been responsibie for the
damage. -

When discovered the whole build-
ing was on fire and sparks and fMre-
brauds were falllng on othey build-
Ings, The Maxfield store building
cauglit .quickly and burned too rap-
idly to allow all of ths contents to
be saved. A purt of the goods in tho
gtore and the furniture ang clothing
fromm the family apartments albove
the store were saved. There was
little insurance ecarrieq, '

The fire mpread to the neurby
dwelllngs and the homes of Mr. and
Mrs, Samiel! Cupp, Nr. and BMrs.
Nelson Jones, Mr, and AMrs, J JeGraw
and Mrs, H, W. Morford were soon a
mass of flames. In nearly every ousa,
however, the houschold goods and
farniture werve removed to places of
sufety.

Two barns fu whieh wore o eonafid.
crable amount of hay, feed, mgpi-
chinery, ete.,, were alse burned, and
the village blasksmith shop wlut wend
up in smoke. ‘Fhe villygers fought
the flimes all the rest of the nigk
but with ng apparatus weare so hand
capped that little good resulted an
the fire toel its own time to bur
ont. Mahy.other buildings caugl
fire but were at such a distance frox
the store and dwellings degiroye
that the Hames were easily extir
gulshed before they had gained mue
headway, :

The little village presents o seen
of ruln and diguster and 1s a sorr
#leht indeed. Mr, Maxfeld will re
move the goods eaved from the de
stroyad building to gome other build
ing in the village and open for busi
ness a8 quickly as possible. Th
familles rendered homieless by th
fire are being ¢ured for by thai
neighbors and friends untit they ca;
bave thefr furniture placed in huild
Ings so they may ‘nse it at leust fo
the prescnt,

Ten thousand dollars will hardl
tover the loss resulting from the i
and this amount will be almost :
total loss for there was lttle insur
ance carried. .




