OPERA HOUSE




| Dolly DeYyne Rubinsan as Sapho.

i The origingl version of this much
advertised play wap givenfor the first
thne fn thiy ¢ily at the opera house
last night.

Ta these who went to wituess an im-
moral production, a disappointment
watd 1 abore, for a cleaner ami move
weritorfons presentation of @ mulern
plity Ly never been seen in thig cily.

Sapho, frow o drawmatie standpoint
{5 sirony, while the acting of the
company  lefL unothing tu he
(lesived.

Dolly DeVyne Robinson, fu the title
role, proved herself to be dan aslress
of grreat ermotiomal power and in her
geenty with the tover Jeah, beeume
intensly dramatic, ‘Thly lady D
A magnetic personality, that carries
her andience with her, and she s
destined to beconie a strony Luvorite
inany city that may be fortunate
enough to witness her performances.

Stanley Johns, & younhg wman Wil
a manly bearing aud a aplendiitvoice,
appeared to advantage as.fean, W hlle
Meggra, Dwyer, Del€alh and Lennox,
all pave capital Interpretations of
Dechellette, Caudid and Mammant.
Special mention shonld be wade of
Walter Robinson’s  perlTurmance of
Censire. It wag a character fmper
gomation of o bluze old roug, acted
with a finish that wus quite refresb-
ing afver the constant protrayal of
the badtoonish conedy role we see so
of ten nowaduyy,

The Jadles ol Lhe company Misaes
Hall, Cramer and Clark, aequitted
themselves creditably. Taken all iy
all, It way Lhe hest performance given
i this ity in wany & duy. Lhe play
was nicely mounted and haudsomely
dressed. (freeneills Daily Cally June 8.

OPERA HOUSE

The Petoskey Record
Wednesday, June 12, 1901

-
opP

ERA HOUSE

ONE NIGHT ONLY,

i Saturday June 15th

DOLLY DEVYNE

Robinson

AND A SUPERE COMPANY PRESENT

Sapho |

The Griginal
Olga Nethersole
Yersion.

2
-

Direction of Mr. G. 8. Greening.

: Prices, 25, 35, 50, 75. Box Seats, $roo.
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10 BUILD OPERA HOUSE

A Large Number of Petoskey Business
Men Atftend Meeting to Discuss
Plans and Building.

A meeting of the husiness men of the
city was held Monday svening at the
Cushman House to discuss ways and
means for building an opera house.
The meeting waa attonded by about
[ fifty of those interested and was pre-
.wided over by B, H. Halstead. For
|some time a proposition has been dis-
‘cussed to bulid an opera house and
 Elks Temple combined and it was for
i the purpose of presenting this plan that
the meeting was .called. The building
a8, proposed would.cost about $85,000 to
$40,000 but would be a fine credit to the
city and to the Hlks lodge.

The plan of the promoters is, that t.he
‘business men of the city, who are inter-
ested in securing an opera house where
good shows could be staged, douale
£5,000 toward the building fund and
that the balance be raised by the Klks
and the building Lo tonsfructed by
them and.owned by them when finigh-
ad, and also that the opera house be
managed by them. The Hliks lodge has
nearly 260 membaers, most of whom are
actively engaged in business iu Petoa-
key and would take an active interest
and pride in making an opera house in
Peoboakey a success.

The larger portion of those present
wers in favor of this plan and a com

John L. Perris, W. A. Major, C. H.
Bromann and H. B. Lee were appoint-
jed to ocirculate a petition among the
"bosiness men and others in the city,
. and this committes was at work yester-
‘day and had planned to report to tbe
‘Hlks lodge last evening but another
~week’s time has been given them be-

‘cauee of the fact that o number of the:

business men from whom donations are
rexpected are at present ont of the city.

Those intereated are anxiously awalt-
ing the action of the Elks lodge on the
proposition and also the report of the

committes. Another meeting will be

called in the near futurs.

No location for the proposed opera
house and temple has yet besu decided
npon.

mittee composed of Will Cartwright, |

The Petoskey Evening News
Thursday, January 19, 1911

—Anothor probabilily a5 an opers
house site i that of the Lavinson
biveck on Lthe north side of Luale
street,  lmnediately  udjolning the
Levinson department store on tho
west., 1. Charles Levineon has pre-
pared plang for the proposed build-
ing, which have been placed on ox-
hibititn ot the Central drug slore
and give promise of an  excellent
struetnre for pll the purposcs that
have beerr mentioned in the ereetion
of {he ofber building, The Levingon
locotion is o good oune and would
doubilens breeome very All'npulzun



OLD OPERA HOUSE, LIVE. ENTERTAINMENT, REMEMBERED

Petoskey News-Review
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Page 3 15 cents
by Belty Bader

The glamour of the stage and
the smell of the grease paint has
-called- many - a-young-man or—
woman away from home
throughot the ngens,

In Petoskey, at'the turn of the
century, Trever Latson used to
~vistt threvld Operg House srdho
feli in love with the land of
‘make-beleve’, enough to make

it his IHe's work.

Latson was in Petoskey
recently, visiting, and recalled
the old Opera House and his
early days liere,

h——}ie—was—bomninulndiagambut—n
came o Petoskey In 1896 and
left here in 1606, to follew the
theatrical Hfe imtil retirement &
couple of years sgo. Latson has
served 83 an eleciriclan and
stage hand, working in many
Detrolt theatres.
~~**F-amn--one-vf-the -few-elegw—
tricians who has always worked
on Hve entertainment'' he
recalled in a vislt to the News-
Review offices.

As B young boy he wurked
with Bill Tracy, stege manager
of the old Opera House in
Petoskey snd lie posted bllls
and helped out around the
building.

Live entertainment was
important to the early ssttlers
of the area. It was 50 Immportant,
ihat the opera house was one of
the first public buildings
erected in Petoskey.

It was built by Hiram Rose
and Guy Harweod with C.F.
Laskey as coplractor and
finished August 1, 1882, just 23
years after the first Catholic
Chwch, St Franeis Solanus
Church o W. lLake-st.,, was
buiit i 1859,

The old enterlainment palace

was two stories high and had a
SN Frnt fennt ase nnd war 15§ foot

decp, The stage was flanked by
elght boxes, luxury sgeatls.
Cheapest seals were, naturally,
—inn the-balcony:- It stood on Bay-—
st.,, aecross from the Perry-
Davis Hotel,
Since HEmmel county wasg
orgsanized in 1853, just 28 years
TEsFlter - and - consisted ot —toth-

Emmet and Charlevoix
commties and aince Charlevnix
comnty wasn't organized until
1869 and Petoskey was in-
corporated In 1886, you can see
how ungetled the area stlll was
when the first entertalnment

a sense of satisfaction it must
have been for the residents, to
" feel that they had a lttle bit of
“eulture™ In the wilderness,
Brought in by Train
Touring entertainers came in
by wain and their scenery,

—Testames and necessury -props—

were brought in by box car.

In addition to the professional
pregentations, local residents
also produced minstre! shows
end holiday dances and solrees
were held In the opera hall.
Politiead meetlngs and band
concerts filled the huilding and
the resldents even held a
wrestling match on the stage.

Movle houses were coming
into being ln other sections of
the country and the first ones
were buill in Petoskey about the
tiime that Latson lefl the ares
for Jackson, then Detroit.

He returned o Peloskey just
once, profeszlonally. though he
has been a frequent visilor here
through the years. Il was with
the road show of, A Modern
Cinderella®” which WwWAS
peresented in the Temple
Theatre, the only movie house
still standing in Petoskey loday.

Appearlng at the Temnple was
an espechally happy occasion
for Latson because” the

—manager, Narman J.-Feldman,

was one of his friends whije
growing up here.

The Temple Theatre had been
built by Cap Chrysler, who

~-owned 8. bowling _alley _and.

poepeorn stand on Petoskey-ave.
He sold it to the Gelster family
and they converted it into =
movie house in 1934 .
The old Opera House couldn’t
stand the compelition of the

meovie houses whiclh were
popular in the early part of this

century, 50 in time it became a
rolier” rink and later on auto
sales business. During_ World _
War I it was Llorn down.
Only Memertes Remaln
Of the many otlrer threatres

place-was-bullt-here. And, what .

which once flourished 1in

remain. Live entertainment has
dlso almost diseppeared from
an area that once had such
outstanding productions as
Hiawatha, praduced each year
on Round Lake, or the Petoskey
FPlayhouse in Oden where
summer thentre delighted
residents and resorters alike.

Little Traverse Civie Theatre

_members still produce _Act I

e#ach week during the sumnmmer
months at H&rbaur. Inn, I
Ramona Park end the Bay View
Assembly brings a varlety of

musdicalentertaiimment and lve

theatre here during the summer
months.
- Other Changes
Latson has also noticed other
changes in the area. During his
visit to the News-Review of-
fices. he noled that he also was
a8 newsboy at the turn of the
cenfury. .
A 'pink sheet, dajly resorter’

—was printed, he recalled. Boys

would cobtain copies of the
newspaper, then mgel the trains
and invade the holels, hawking
these coples, with miuch

Live entertalnment houses
have disappeared in Dietroit, the
same as they have in Petoskey
Latson said. He recalled how he
opened the Michigan Theatre in
1826 in Detroit and was stage
electrician there until 1938. ‘The
Michigan Thentre wasan’t
bringing in_. the necesaary
patrons and recentiy was
reconverted intoe  a  posh

“nighiciub. This aldfo wasg™”

evenlually closed.
Latson spends his winters-in—

 Flortda new and manages- to

e in__
Peloskey, spending the rest of
the time in Detraoit.

In spite of the prowth in
Peloskey, he stated that it
seemed busier when he was a
boy. “*With all the trains coming
in and (he many hotlels, It

“seemed a busler plage and a

very exciling area to live In" he
recalled;




