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OOOU m»we ewm fate of St. Hm.

ﬁmﬁsmowmwnw%mooammﬁvowmom
five small Northern Michigan -
parishes targeted for closure next:

vear, shines brighter thanthatofthe -
. others— it willlikely beresurrected

as a shrine to Frederic Baraga,

Northern Epnﬁwwmw s: H.u.ﬂ wogmﬁ, .

Catholic bishop.

‘Bishop Patrick! Oooﬁm% ofthe Gay-
lord diocese said Monday that while -

St. Ignatiugwill still be.closed as a
Catholic parish, he is' :owms 0 hav-
ing 8t. Ignatius become 'a shrine,

particularly because of the histori--
cal connection.with Bishop wmwmmm_ :
whose cause for ombogumﬁow iscur- _

rently in Romeé.”

As a shrine no Masses éo&.@ be
celebrated in the church, butthe
property would continue:to: ,cm

owned by the diocese,
spokesperson Candace Neff: ©

‘The other parishes already ﬁm..qmme .
. ed for closing are Holy Cross of
Cross Village, St. Nicholas of Larks

Lalke, St. Clernent of Pellston mu&. St
Mary’sof BurtTake, "' .
Richard and: %m@ﬁﬁﬁm @E.ow 60-

vear-oldretired mow.oo:mmormwm who. -
look after the church'a half mile :
. north of theik home on theé Lake:
.+ Michigan shore; ooﬁ&mﬂ be more

pleased with the Hﬁow@ma oH. St. Hm.
natius becoming a shrine:
Stephanie said thatasa mE.Em St

Ignatius would-become a mﬁﬁ#ﬁ& :
center of the oogaﬁgﬂ% -where

“anyone can stop and go in-and re-
flect on their life and their relation-

ship with God ummm.ﬂ&mmm of their re-

ligious persuasiomn.”
. “The comments from most wmcEm
—- that it’s sérene; beautiful and

peaceful — sum it up,” Stephanie
. said, adding: “When it bécomes'a

wmﬁ bishop

mxmumm_n BARAGA arrived in New York
from Europe in 1830 andtraveled to the

©un, territory that later _umamBm Michigan,

- founding his first mission-among the Ot-

" taias from 1831 to 1833 along the shore

- of Lake Michigan near Hatbor Springs.

o Im served as bishop in Northern Michi-
i mm: ?oa 1 mmw::a :_m ammﬂr in ._mmp :

._”._ mwﬁﬁm for wumw@“wmﬂmmm H&.,ﬁﬂ
“ . have adual purpose — it will serve
- for personal meditation and it will

WOSOH Bishop Baraga's mm_oam io

m.nrma m;a m.ﬁmﬂ:gsmm mg<o_. “mﬁm.sm inside st,
Im_,.r E:_nw .ﬂwmv..wme_m rm_ﬁmo_ .qmm@o__.m.
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‘bring Christianity tothisarea” .

-The GGuyors are'working with alo-

- calscholartohave'the church desig-
' nated anational landmark.

" Richard said Bishop Cooney may

. ‘believehe will be giving something

back to the people of the five parish-
es by riaking St. Ignatius a shrine.

“I don’t think the people of Cross
Village or the other parishes are
necessarily going to see'that as big
concession,” Richard said. “But
we'te happy that 8t. Ignatius will be

.@nmmmzmg asa mEEm.:

o mmmnzc_mn_._‘ __u>mm SE
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Emmma from mmmgmz g
AMATEUR STONE mason Richard
+ Guyor constructed two pillars in:.

front of 5t.-Ignatius Church, . ¢

which he says are notable for »_._m

legendary hand-painted sign sus-
“perided between thern, arid _?<o

éxtraordinary rocks mbmaamn_

| withinthern. -

A PERFECT quartz cross cuts: .
through the middle of one ﬂo:m‘ :
while a second features the. m:mn_-
‘owyface of Christ.

“THEY’REJUST amazing,” QEB_‘
says. “To me, it was like those . .
racks were meant to be ?c:a oo

m@mﬁmmpmﬁ?.m association ﬁmmm.w

the church for zpmu, muaﬂmw

meeting, ,

Four concerts are H&msbmm for:.
next summer, including one
with a Bay View artist-and an-.
other with singer and musician -
owmwwm Nmﬁ sEo livesin Qoon

! Hart, -

_ ,.ﬂmm mEEﬁmu ém Wmm a ,cmﬁ _

. ﬁoumw who had bmwmowupmm at:
Carnegie Hall, in concert witha
iunpeter ; mﬁ@ Carolyn Suther-

-Jand onthe keyboard;” Richard
said, “It's hard: ‘describe how'
melodious it was with the. .

“acoustics om mpm g gﬁsm E& :

‘eeiling.” .

‘The. oﬁﬁwoﬁ S#Sw mmmﬂm _
m‘conﬁ .Eo Wmompm ig o.ﬁmﬁ from

mﬁ.o.nmw Emwmﬁ n&ou mmmmoﬂ. or-
- mids May: through mid-October.
m_ow Boum Emogmﬁo? m.apmh :

w aé_@vmsm_@:msm s:._... .
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Thefirst 8t. Ignatius was bwlt
asamission in 1741, and-when it
burned in1825, a second church
of the same name was builf
‘nearby by Native Americans.
After that succumbed to flames
in 1889, the present church was
built, this time with tin-type
walls and ceiling the parish-
ioners hoped would thwart an-
other fire,
“The beauty of this building is
that it has drawn people togeth-
erto work on something. Noone
is asked to do things, they just
volunteer, It speaks much for
people wanting to help with it
because they just volunteer out
of the goodness of their heart,”
Stephanie said,
The beaded glass light fix-
turesthathangifromthe ceiling,
for example, were made some 50
years ago.by a local fifth-grade
school class, and the cast iron
railing at the entrance was do-
nated by a downstate couple
who were, married in the .
church, Stephanie said.
Richard, a stone mason by av-
ocation, patched up the founda-
tion inthe *70s and '80s and built

two large stone pillars'in front - #

of the church from which hangs
a legendary sign woodburned
and pamted by a N ative Amerl-
can. .

“Kverybody.in the commum—

ty-has a love afizir now for the
chiirch. We have a list.of people ;
who signed up in the spring to .
open and clese the church for a
Wweek, oreven two weeks. Every
morning they open it up by 10 -
o’clock and close it at sun-
down,” Richard said.
. The’ graveyard that sur-
rounds three sides of the church
is the resting place of hundreds
of Native Americans whose
graves are marked by simple
whife crosses, - %

Richard said that when the
diocese sold the parish’s beach-
frontproperty several yearsago

to Friendship and Readmond -

townships for $950,000, he
thought there would finally be
enough money to properly re-
store the church,

Buthe said the bishopmade it
clear that St. Ignatius, and the
money from the sale of the
beach property, belonged tothe -
diocese, not to the parish. - '

“The bishop said he would
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‘St. lgnatius Church of Good Hart is to become a shrine to Bish-
op. Frederlc Baraga, Northern Michlgan S flI‘St Roman Catholtc

blshop. B

that he would make St Ignatlus
a shrine before: they contmued
thetr efforts.

' “We need the support of non-

put on a new roof for us, but

Cathohcs in the area; There is
-ho community building in the .
area other than the Good Hart
General Store,” Rlchard sald

'
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Bishop Baraga

N “Theh*ouble Was; tnere we1 ‘ent

any.parishioners. We. didn’t -

~have the draw. ‘hecause we
didn’t have the Sunday Masses
that we needed; we had Satur-
day night Masses that were
poorly attended becatise every- '

. one was out partying: : '
& “Anyway, we took the miain
roof down to four walls and the
steeple, reflmshed the roof, and
put up a.-whole new truss. 8ys-
tem, That was about $98,000.
Then we painted the church in--
side and out for another .
$10,000. - . .
- We convmced the blShOp to N

: payforhalfthe pamtmg andhe -
gave us about $95,000 in all, It -
paid for the roof and half of the
pal?tmg, butwe had to ralse the
rest.”

The Guyors putlnanewﬂoor
but it was damaged by rain -
while the roof was: bemg Te-
paired. .

Asgked about thelr role in’ pre- -
serving the church, Stephanie -
said; “We've heen parishioners -
since 1973 and we saw a need
and started doing it.” . |

She said Joe Nelson of Cross -

; Vlllage deacon of both St. Tg- -
" hatius and Holy Cross, allows

them toorganize the work that gt
needstobedone. .
- “He just backs and supports :
us. We:do all the leg work; he
has all the authorlty,” she said.
“He has trusted us, He says, .
‘What ‘yow're 'doing ‘makes’
sense. Go ahead, Get involved 5
with the commumt'y, have con-,
ceI-tS e . kY
L “Ti'g hke havmg a. boss that :
says ‘Go ahead, run with it
We don’t have any authority |
ot(liler than we are very commlt _
Nelson said that when the
church ‘becomies & shrine, -
“maintefiance and resteratlon
will continue, the cost of which -
will be shared by the diocese
and local interested residents,
w}%ether they are Catholic or
not.” :
/The Guyors have Jomed with
the Greater Good Hart Associa-
tlontoholdaconcertserlesthey :
call “Middle Village Music,” as
well as weddings and comimuni-
ty events af the church, during
the summer season.
- “Shortly affer we started, the
assoc1at10n offered to partner
with us, promote the church i in
their newsletter set up a sub-
conunittee for its. restoration,
help with the concerts and
share - in the revenues,”

' Stephame said.

-8he said the association’s

" board is waiting for an agree- OZ




