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The small, picturesque town of Cross
Village is largely known for sweeping
panoramic views of the lake, authentic
Polish food served at eclectic Legs Inn, and
for artwork at Three Pines Studio. Often a
destination for those taking the scenic
journey through the winding tunnel of trees,
the blink-and-you-might-miss-it village is
tucked between Harbor Springs and
Sturgeon Bay, a remote sand-swept beach
located within Wilderness State Park.

What many a_re not be aware of, however, IS cross Village was once much larger than it is today. Shops, hotels, and
the Cross Village of yesteryear. It might homes sprawled across the town’s bluff. A large Native American
surprise some to learn it was once the settlement and later, lumber mill and docks were located by the water.
largest town in the region, and for a while, (Courtesy photo).

the largest settlement in the whole state. An extensive Native American village was situated at the
water's edge, and according to local historian and Good Hart resident Jane Cardinal, tens of thousands
of Ottawa (now Odawa) people lived along the shoreline from Cross Village to Harbor Springs. There
is no exact date recorded as to when the settlement was established, she noted, but it is thought to be
thousands of years old. The Odawa name for the village was Anamiewatigoing, or At the Tree of
Prayer, Cardinal said. It was also referred to as La Croix (The Cross) and also Village of the Cross
for the large cross positioned on the bluff overlooking the water that was likely put in place by French
missionaty, Father Marquette in the 1600s, while in the area.

According to Cardinal, the first recorded missionary in Cross Village was Pierre Luc du January, who
served the area from 1734 to 1765. Several more would follow, but the area would largely remain a
Native American village until German immigrant, Father John Bernard Weikamp, came to the area
in 1855 to start up his religious order.

"Weikamp was either a scoundrel or a saint and probably a bit of both,” Cardinal said with a chuckle.
“He immigrated to Chicago in 1850 and started a church and religious society of nuns and brothers. He
ended up selling the church, kept the money, and then hightailed it up here. He initially bought Harbor
Point, then sold it, and came up to Cross Village and bought 2,000 acres.”

With him, Weikamp brought a group of nuns and brothers and ended up building a convent which
consisted of a chapel, dormitories, a school, a saw and grist-mill, carpenter and blacksmith shops, among
other buildings. He had a large following and worked with the Native American people.

Following the Civil War, the Homestead Act was enacted, which opened land (typically 160 acres to
each individual or family) across the country to citizens at little to no cost. This opened the area to settlers
and began to change the landscape of the region. It was detrimental to the area's original inhabitants, as
Native Americans were simply moved off their land.




The Native American population, already reduced due to diseases such as smalipox and diphtheria,
became almost nonexistent after Indian Removal Act of 1830, which required all Native Americans
east of the Mississippi be moved west of the Mississippi. Some Odawa lost hope and during this time,
200 members of the tribe moved to Canada.

From the late 1800s to the early 1900s, the lumber industry boomed in Michigan, and Cross Village was
no exception. According to Cardinal, around the turn of the century, the town boasted three hotels, a
hospital with three doctors, grocery stores, butchers, and numerous homes.

It wasn't long, however, until lumber was clear cut across the region, taking away the major source of
industry in the area. Though Cross Village still had fishing to count on, it started down a path of
economic decline. In 1918, a fire would break out that would seal the fate of the village.

"A fire started in the Atwood Hotel after the proprietress left her kerosene Jamp burning,” Cardinal said.
"It was September and everything was incredibly dry. In addition, there was a terrific offshore breeze and
between these two things, up went the town. The only water they had was what they got out of the lake
and brought up to the bluff by horse and buggy, so there was no way to put it out."

The fire destroyed the hotel, in addition to numerous shops and homes. Bad turned to worse the next year
when a nationwide influenza outbreak came to Cross Village. In addition to fire and illness, industry had
all but died out, and there was no reason for anyone to stay, so much of the town was never rebuijit.

As for the Native American population, they faced the same hardships; it was difficult to survive there.

"The Native American people couldn't survive on making crafts and because they had lost so much land
or had been swindled out of it; many headed south to find industry jobs where they could make some
money," Cardinal said.

Today, the town has less than 100 residents, many of them with Odawa roots or families that can be
traced back to early settlers in the area.

The town's rich history is being kept alive by several members of the community through the Cross
Village History Museum. The museum depicts the history of the Cross Village area and has numerous
artifacts from years gone by. The museum is open on May through October on Saturday from 1-3 p.m.
Residents are encouraged to donate unwanted items and photographs of local historical interest to the
museum.

For more information about the museum and the history of Cross Village, call 231-526-0906.
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Cross Village was once much larger than it is today.
Shops, hotels and homes sprawled across the town’s Bluff.
A large Native American Settlement and later Lumber Mill and Docks
were located by the water.
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‘A-ha’ moments in store for museum visitors
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Right:  Cross Village is noted for many things, especially its cross.
Below: This is how the business district looked prior to the fire of 1819. Note the wooden plank sidewalks,




CROSS VILLAGE
EMMET COUNTY, MICHIGAN

The Ottawa’s called this area, from Cross Village to Harbor Springs
Waganakisi {Crooked Tree} while white traders called just this
Vitlage L’Arbre Croche {Crooked Tree}

When the Jesulit missionaries evected a large cross on the biuff
at Cross Village {Rev. Gabriel Richard mentions seeing it
on his tour of the missions in 1799}, the Indians called the
village Anamiewatigoing {At the Tree of Prayer or Cross};
it was called Old L’Arbre Croche to distinguish it from
New L’Arbre Croche which the missionaries built at Harbor Springs
About 1830; the name La Croix {The Cross} was used from 1847 fo 1875
When it was changed to Cross Village; Amos 1. Burnett bzcame
The first postmaster of Cross village on Oct. 31, 1870.

{Mary Belle Shurtleff, whose grandmother becamne PM here in 1873}
Information extracted from Michigan Place Nawmes by romig, LH.D,
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