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FIRE THREATENS
EPSILON- VILLAGE

BLAZIE IN WOONns BE.
COMES SERIOUS

Staried on Feank Glanchavd's Porok
ued Specad—3imt e Cone
munity Fighoing.

A forest fire which has raped since
eleven, o’clock this morning threat-
ons the town of Mpgilon with destruc-
tion, despite the efforts of the entire
jecommuniiy combined into a volunteer
Itre f{ighting brigado. )

The Diunze staried on the porch of
the Franl Bluuchored reslidencs,
catehing from an enging uged in siw-
I wood. Instead of consuming the
house, the Aames were fanncd by Lhe
wingd {to the woods, and soon the
Blunchard forest was blazing. Fuily
threg-quarters of a mile bhixd ilhie
blase spread ot three ofclock this
aflerncon, and the lire fighters were
working earnestly fo save the Grimoeg
mill,  in caso lhis plant catehes firo,
tie stove s {lwentencd, andg likely thoe
culire village will go up in smoke.
Dusket brigades Lhave beoen foruied
anid are uHing water in ag great
abundunce as possibia.

Reports from the threoafened Jdis—
trict are Lo the oifect (hat 1hiy is the
most disastrous Are In the history of
ihe rogion.
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MEN AND WOMEN FIGHT ALL
NIGHT T0 SAVE EPSILON

BACKTIRING AS LAST RE-
SORT CHANGES COURSE
OF FLAMES, PREVENTING
LOSE O HOMES,

Fire Continued Thursday, but, Villagoe
Appeors to Be Safe—Divisk Wind
ol Wednesdnry Failed 1o Sabslde——
Intense Heat Affects Many of the
Yolonteers, »

Working side by side, men and
women to the nomber of about two
hundred, comnriging the entire popu-
lation of ‘the ~village and vieinity,
fought all Wednepday nlght in an
effort to turn the {flames that suy-
roundéd Ipsgilon and threalsned it
Wwith degtruction.

The henl was Inlenge, gnd & nume-
her of the volunteers ware olliged
to. desist from their effuris on as-
count of becoming wearly suifocated,
WNo gerious mjury wayg vepoplod,

Fnrly Thugsduy moerning their ef-
forts were partially erowned with
Buccess, for as the result of baok-
liring helf o mile of {imber, the
Hnmeg were turned from their path

-and ate thelr way into the forest

away from Epsilon., All Wedneaday
afternoon, the fightora eoucenirated
their ecitorts on keeping the blaze
from the Lyons miil and the general
store, foi had theose canght five the
euntire village would have Dbeen
doomed,

While the danger appearcd for a
time to ho ‘ubvia.ted, wilehers wers
alert all Thursday, {or the iire con-
tinued lo burn in the Blanchard and
Lyons woods, repeatedily Loestening
to escupe from its bounds, '

About a mile and a half of forest
was burned, insluding that which was
backfired, but no howes were de-
stroyed and no loss of life is report-
ad. [t i congldered marvalloun thal

Epsilon escaped the Hames which had

nppenred to inclose it, and the credit
iy entivaly due to the voluutesrs who
fought for Lheir very lives, .

The blake originikted Wednhesdoy
moining on the porelt of the Frank
BDlanchard resfdeiso, catehing fram
o spark thrown from o wood cutiing
engine,  The brisk wind was then
blowing toward the woods, and the
Blanchard houpe wus saved. Haw-
aver, o ¢chapge in conditipns caused
the flames to be blown with greal
fury toward the village, and it ap-
peared uf any time Wednesday afier-

-noon that fhe seitlomoent might go

up in smoke. Conlrury {0 expecto-
tions, the brisk wind did not subside
Wadnesday night. _

IBpsilon is situated  about eight
miles eust of Petoskey in Littlefield
township.
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EPSILON'S FATE DEPENDS
O WHIMS OF THE WIND

FIRE INCREASES IN FURY
AND LIGHTS UP THE SKY
OF EMMET CO, WITH
RIED GLARE,

Fire Warden Pcoarson in Chapgoe of
Flame Fightors—Blazoe Leaps tlre
Liauws,  Dbut Heroio Yarts  Save
Homey.

At three o'clock the ropore
from kpsilon is to the offect thakb -
nowest wind iz Epnnninyg  the
flames eastward.  Hpsilon is in
ne particaior daoger at prosent,
and it is hoped the Hye widl ran
itsclf owt when the brusth which
is now burning iy consumed.

The fate of KMpslon dependg on the
wind. .

‘'he town was fairly safe all day
Thunrsdny up to fivo o’cleoek, when
the wingd bepnn biowing from thaoe
southwest, c¢arryving thoe nmes to-
ward the village. Seoveral homes
wore in danger repeatadly, and only
the Bbesat of fire fighting preventod
their destruction. Luter, thoe wind
rearad so it came directly from ihe
south and gave psilon another
respife, Tenning tho tinmes awoy -
Heud of toward 1i.

In an interview ‘“PThursday night
with a representative of thoe Wyvening
Newsd who wos at the secene ol the
ire, 1I, L. ,Tallady, the storekeeper
at psilon, gave a graphic descrip-
Lion af the horole eifforis put forth by
the inhabitania to save their honies.

The flames at one time had ap-
peared (o concentrate all their efforts
3 the Willinin  Blanchard homao
aorth of the town, and forty meu
foughti desperately, at last changing
Lhe course aof the bilaze and saving
the builldings, desplte the facet thal
the fire was at one time burning
within four rods of the placo.

“Wo have fought fires hera for the
last twenily-six years,’” declared Mr.
PTallady, “but this is the worst one
yel” - o

He declurgd Petoskey to be in no
danger, as nothing but an east wind
could h_ring:;the flaines this way, and
puach o wind haag tnever been known
there. ]

“If the fire keeps going north,”
said Mr. Foullady, “if will sventually
run itself out {wo. miles frem here,
where it will encounter a ehain of
Tukes, If;, however, {heé wind hogins
ig blow directly from the noribh, noth-
ing can save Npsilon.”

Depuly Fire Warden ¥Yearson, of
Boyne B'alls, arrvived hursday wfler-
noon io assume charge of the fire
fighting, When he lcarned what had
been done by the resldents of the
village and vieinity, he was warn In
his praise of them.

. Harly Thursduy evening, the flpmes

jumped the firing line, and then Epsi-
lon was at the mercy of the wind,
wlhich appears to be very change-
able. By cight o'cloek Thursday
niglit, the “f‘swomp road,” ronning
north of Bpsilon, was blocked by the
fire, and a number of farmers were
obliged to go a round-about way to
reachh their howes, The blaze it up
the sky in a beautiful yei awesome
manncr, and could be seen for miles
arvund. If it were 1ot for the high
hills intervening, the red glow could
easily Dbe distinguished from Potos-
key,

Reporte Friday morning were to
ihe effoet that the offorts to choek the
flames had continued all night, cou-
siderable backfiring laving been
dones. ‘The fawes appear to hitve In-
creased In volume, but Aly. DPearson
is hopefntl of soon checking thom, If
the wind continues to blow f{rom {lio
south, the fire will goon reaeh the
lakes, though In so doing lhey prob-
ably will destroy several homies in
the path, A good rain would help a
lot. The othep fire at Conway is now
under control.

No injury or loss of life hasg yet
been reported.
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Wy
aArE AT LAGT

WIND GOES DOWN AND
QUELLS FLAMES

Fire Lines Kuddoso Hmooldervipg
Einliers nod Donger Now Is
Very Slight.

After three days af lh'g fighting
the residents ol Hpsilon are resting
on thelr oars, with little danger to
tho village or any of the farms near-
ny.

Things looked serious Iriday, bhut
in tho ovealng the wind subsided,
wud Lthe flra appeared fo hove burnt
Cdtself out. It Is now survounded by
fire lines, and is rapidly becomling
:‘nothlng it smouldering enbers.

. The danger to lipsilon wus real,
and a atrong south wind would have
" genled the fate of the village., Some
pood fighting way done Ly tha farm-
erg, and this helped n prewt deul In
individual cases, but it was the sub-
slding of t(he wind that did the work,

Repuly Wire Warden 'earapn went
home to Boyne IPally Friday nizght,
and all that i8 hoocessary now ig to
wnblelh snd gee  1bhobt no spaarks are
earried ints dry timbgr.

Hpsilon 1z safe.
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Wednesday, June 18, 1913
Epsilon Fire Worst This
Year in North Michigan

“The fire which threatened opsilon
Iast week was the worst forest fire in
northern Michigan thig year,”" was
ihe statement made Wednesday
morning by Chief Deputy IFire War-
den D. K, Jones, who returned to
Luansing alter investigating condi-
tions here and spending a few days
with hia family In Petoskey,

MY, Jones went on to say thit con-
ditions were nuch improved this
year, and danger lessened Dy a mora
systematle effort by the fire wardens,
with greal assistunce [rom the ITard-
wood Iannbermen's assoclation,

! “Phe danger at lpsilon i now
‘over unless something unforseen oe-
“eurs,” declured My. Jones, “At prog
et the worst fire {8 in the Alpena
‘distriet, but it s practieally under
‘control, Laek of rain has made con-
Hditfons bad, and It is easy for o forest
!ﬂro' to start, while fleres winds rap-
ddly augment the danger. However,
it is believed, eareful watching will
prevent anything serious cecowrring.”




Petoskey Record, page 1
Thursday, June 19, 1913

FIGHT ALL NIGIT
10 SAVE EPSILON

BACKFIRING AS LAST RE-
SORT CHANGES COURSE
OF FLAMES, PREVENTING
1.08S OF HOMES.

Fire Continued Thursday, but Villuge
Appenrs to Be Safe—Brisk Wind
of Wednesdny Fuiled to Subsido—
lutense Heat Aflects Many of the
Volunteers,

‘Working side by side, men and
women to the number of about two
hundrsed, comprising the entire popu-
lation of the village and viecinity,
fought all Wednesday night in an
effort. to turn the flames that sur-
rounded Epsilon and threatened It
with destruction.

The heat was intense, and a num.
ber ol the volunieers were obliged
to desist from their efforts on ac-
count of becoming nearly suffucated.
No seriouns injury was reported.

Early Thursday morning thelr ef-
forts were partially crowned with
success, for as the result of back-
firing half a mile of timber, the
flames were turned from their path
and ate .their way into the forest
away from Epeilon. All Wednesday
afterncon, the fighters concentrated
their efforts on. keeping the blaze
from the Lyons mill and the general
store, for had these caught fire the
entire Village would have been
duomaa

While the danger appeared for a
time to be obviatedq, watchers were
alert all Thursday, for the fire con-
tinued to burn in the Blanchard and

~Lyuns woods repentedly threatening

to escape from its bounds,

About o mile and 8 half of forest
was burned, including that which was
baskilred, but no homes were do-
stroyed and no losg of life is report-

- ed, It 18 considered marvellous that

Epsilon escaped the flames which had
appeared to inclose it, and the credit
is entirely due to the volunteers who
fought for their very lives.

The blaze originated Wednesday
morning on the porch of tha Frank
Blanchard residence, catching from
o spark thrown from a wood cutting
engine, * The brisk wind was then
blowing- toward the woods, and the
Blanchard house was saved. How-
ever, o change in conditions cauged
the flanes to be blown with great
fury toward the village, and it ap-
yeured at any time Wednesday after-
noon that the settlement might go
up in smoke, Contrary to expecta-
tlony, the brisk wind did not Bubside
‘Weduesday night.

Bpsilon is sitnated ahout eight
miles east of Potoskey in Littlefleld
townghip,

After threo days of fire fighting

tha residents of Epsilon are resting
~on their oars, with little danger o

the village or nny of the farms near-
by,

Ti’xings:lool_ced-serlous BFridoy, but
in the evenming the wind subsided,
and .the flre appeared td have burnt
itgelf oui. It ln npw surroynded by
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