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Motler Sinolte Dead.

At one o'clock Monday Margaret
Smoke. long tamiliar to ail the people
of Emwmet and Charleveix countiew,
and many sawmmer visitors as Ol
‘Mothep Smoke,” died of paralysis, Up
to Dae, 24th she had been in usnal
Chealtly, hut was then struek with ap
oplexy, Mother Smoks wasthe duneh-
ter of an Ottawn mother and aw En-
plishab vamed Grunger, and he was
Lhe first ISnehish trader at what is now
Chicago. 8he claimed to be 103 yeary
of age, and lived as & ygirl of ten or
aleven years on Mackinue Island when
it was garrisoned by British soldiers.
8ho has lived for over fifty years about,
gix miles west of Petoskey near DBay-
shora, and was a devout Catholic,
She will be buried from St, Francis
church today.

Extracted, “Petoskey and Bay View
In Ye Olden Days
Original publication 1938 by Floy Irene Graham.
Republished September, 1983
with permission Floy’s son John A. Graham

Excerpt, page 17......

Old Mother Smoke, one of the interesting Indian
characters of the early days, derived her name from the
fact that she was never seen without a broken stemmed
clay pipe in her mouth. She was very gay and funny, was
always seen at all celebrations and had quite a talent for
finding out about” everything that went on in the
commuunity. She found out that there were some red-
headed babies in one home in Petoskey and as she had
never seen any, she went to the house, walked up on the
porch and peeked in the window. The mother was
frightened at first, but later became used to seeing Mother
Smoke and some times three or four other squaws at her
window trying their best to get a glimpse of the red-
headed babies.

“Old Mother Smoke” {1787 - 1885}
Usually she was seen with her clay or corncob pipe, lived
on the Bear River near the Hankey Dam west of Michigan
Street and may have also lived near Bay Shore at one time




OLD MOTHER SMOKE
Articles written by Petoskey Public School Students
Printed in book titled “Many Moons” in 1952

TALES OF OLD MOTHER SMOKE

i BRRE

It was early -in tvhe fall when the m
were getting their guns cleaned and oile
to take their a¥nual trip to the’ hunting
.grounds- but on the south side of Crooked
Lake. Their camp wag nestled in a maple
grova, and inside there were a tabie, a
huge flreplacey‘and three straight chalvs,,
Eli was the founder of the camp and-also
" the flrst one inmbo the woods. This year
‘Elits .son, Jacob, was old enough to go
‘hunting,_so he.and his dad went;togethero
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it wag a brlght crisp merning thh
two 1nches of snow on the ground. The
sun was just. €reeping over the horizeon
when Eli and Jacob.slipped ‘noiselesaly
out the door. They pulled the" ‘squirrels
ont of their hair, slowly kicked the
: rabblts of f the stoop, and continued on'™
' thelr journey. ' :

They walked for a long time until
they came to their site where they Would-—j—<Zig
~watch for “Slewfoot," the largest bear <

that they had ever seen in that part of
the woods. Jactb and ELi built a small
hideout out of the brush. Slewfoot was
supposed to come down the old trail o
-their left. Their traps had been gat
. early the evening before. They sat be
the small fire that they had built, -t
untlng stories, and waited pablent
for some reason, was gett1

7in Wilson

ade T




OLD MOTHER SMOKE
Articles written by Petoskey Public School Students
_ Printed in book titled “Many Moons” in 1952

11gnored him because when a boy . goes huntlng w1th Dad for the flrst tlme,
some mysterlous thlngs happen to h:l.m° . S

Tlme went on, ‘and’ Jacob was hoping that his dad. wouid mentlon eatlng
dlnner, ‘Jugt then they heard - cracklng and snapping sounds in the brush
nearby. Jacob trisd to look and act very manly; but, for a twelve year
old ‘boy, it was mighty hard. Each held hlS breath -and steadled hlS gun

1n a shootlng posmtmon.

About tnlrty seconds later, who should appear but Old Mbtheﬁ Smoke
‘with a corncob pipe-dangling from her mouth, rambling down Slwefoot's _ _
path, Her gun was thrown over her shoulciern Eli was stunned, he couldn't -
- do anythlng but stare at the old squaw., Jacob whispered somethlng to hls
_J_father and they both laughed.. Mother Smoke did not yet know that ‘there
 was anyone ground, .50 she veny foolishly started to sing and blow smoke
vlngsg_ She iooked as though she were. entertaining someone.

Ell poked Jacob and told h1m to go out and tell her kindly to qulet
down a thtlso_ : . _

Mother Smoke - snlckered, and said: %Boys, you?re Jjust the people I

" wanted o see-!bout now, T.kilt a bar up the trail a ways, and was hoplng",: ,

0 - meet somebédy o help me carry'lt back to town.®?

: Bll looked at Jacob for a. 1ong tlme, and then spokes f“ﬁomang 1f yeu .
glve us the hide off that old. good«forenothlng bar, wetll haul it right

S %o towm. £or. ye‘ % Mother Smoke explained that the meat was all that she

- wanted anyway,.so Eli. and Jacob carried the “good=for=nath1ng“ bear’ rlght
) her doorstep fcr ‘her., - -

Before Jacob and Eli got back to the camp, Jacob sald as. he polnted
to a llmb in a nearby tree: WDad, see that limb up thereﬂﬂ

o Ell nodded. #If I saw 0ld Slewfoot a comin! dewn that trail now, 1
might not hit that Limb g01nf up, but gure as I‘m Jacob Spears, I‘d nit .’
her comin! downt#. . : S e -

Bli iaughed heartliy, and he and his son. stvolled 1nto the cabln.

together, e . . '

* _ S

o ~-Harian Crawford
" Grade 11-

 STORY OF OID MOTHER SMOKE

: Jessie Tee, her parents, ‘and two brothers. came to- early Petoskey
 from New York. Her only playmates were vhe Indian children who told
many storles Jof Old ‘Motheyr Smoke turnlng enemies. 1nto bears or othsr

anlmalsn'-



OLD MOTHEK SMUKE
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 Onie day 56531ea b ather aud brothers Went b0 Lhe v1llaga and laft,
Jessie alone, #n hour after they left she heard a noise. Tiptoeing to -
the door she saw an old Indian woman comirg te thé house. She had sean
her before; it was Old Mother Smokeu :Soon_ &he was at the door and instead

of knocking, she came right in. J9551e was frlghtened but offered- her a
seat. ' : : _ .

Monher Smoke gaid sh@ wamned an ember fovr her p:L.pea J9351e carefully
hunted for an ember that was jugt rlghto She wag afraid if it was not
bright enough, she might be twned into a bear., O0ld Mother Smoke llghted

- her pipe. and w1thout a&ying a words slowly'waixed out, o

ﬂ@Lowell Kosiosk&y :
' Grade T

Old Mother Smokte could always be found wearing a shail and a plpe
in her mouth. She was & very gay person, ‘and. scattered all the news she
could find. She was an inveresting Darsonand took part in every celebratlon
Shs wrote a good hand. When she wrove leiters she was very partlcuiar

- about the envelopes . sh@ used

==Donna Dunsheé"
Grade 12
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MARGARET SMOKE
aka “Old Mother Smoke”

The Petoskey Record
Wednesday, January 2, 1895

Mother Smoke Demd.

At one o'clock Monday Margaret
Swoke, long familiar to afl the people
of Bummet and Charlevoix countiey,
and mapy summer visitors as O
| Mother Smoke,” died of paralysiz, Up
to Dee, 24th she had been in ustiaf
henlth, bul way then struek with ap
oplexy, Mother Smoke wis the daueh.
ter of an Ottawn mothey and au En-
slishman vamed Granger, and he was
the first Englhish trader at what I8 now
Chicago. Bhe cluimed to be 108 yeurs
of age, and lived ag a girl of ten or
pleven years on Mackinue Island when
it wus garrisoned by British soldiers,
She hiy lived for over fifty years about,
six miles west of Petoskey near Day-
shore, and was o devout Catholic,
she will be burled from St, Francls
chureh today,

Extracted, “Petoskey and Bay View
In Ye Olden Days
Original publication 1938 by Floy Irene Graham.
Republished September, 1983
with permission Floy’s son John A. Graham
Excerpt, page 17......

Old Mother Smoke, one of the inferesting Indian
characters of the early days, derived her name from the
fact that she was never seen without a broken stemmed
clay pipe in her mouth. She was very gay and funny, was
always seen at all celebrations and had quite a talent for
finding out about everything that went on in the
community. She found out that there were some red-
headed babies in one home in Petoskey and as she had
never seen any, she went to the house, walked up on the
porch and peeked in the window. The mother was
frightened at first, but later became used to seeing Mother
Smoke and some times three or four other squaws at her
window trying their best to get a glimpse of the red-
headed babies.




